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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF DERBY / WEST KIMBERLEY 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CLARENDON STREET, DERBY 
ON THURSDAY, 28 APRIL 2022 AT 5:30PM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Geoff Haerewa (Shire President), Cr Peter McCumstie (Deputy Shire 
President), Cr Paul White, Cr Geoff Davis, Cr Rowena Mouda, Cr Pat Riley, Cr 
Keith Bedford (via videoconference) and Cr Linda Evans 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Neil Hartley (Acting Chief Executive Officer / Director of Strategic Business), 
Alan Thornton (Acting Director of Corporate Services), Christie Mildenhall 
(Acting Director of Community Services), Robert Paull (Manager of 
Development Services), Sarah Smith (Executive Services Coordinator) 

VISITORS: Kylie Hartley (Media and Communications Advisor) and Dean Wyber (Manager 
of Assets and Projects). 

GALLERY: Terri Buckley and Rachel Atkins.  

APOLOGIES: Nil 

APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Cr Andrew Twaddle 

ABSENT: Nil 

 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING, ANNOUNCEMENTS OF VISITORS 

The meeting was opened at 5:33pm by Geoff Haerewa – Shire President.  

2 ATTENDANCE VIA TELEPHONE/INSTANTANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

In accordance with regulation 14A of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
Council must approve (by Absolute Majority) the attendance of a person, not physically present at 
a meeting of Council, by audio contact. The person must be in a ‘suitable place’ as approved (by 
absolute majority) by Council. A ‘suitable place’ means a place that is located in a townsite or 
other residential area and 150km or further from the place at which the meeting is to be held. 

 Cr Keith Bedford. 

NOTE: His Excellency the Governor, in Executive Council, has approved regulations (Gazetted 25 
March 2020) to allow all Western Australian local government councils to hold meetings 
electronically during a public health emergency or a state of emergency. This can be via 
teleconference, video conference or other electronic means. The Shire of Derby/West Kimberley will 
provide this option for Councillors until further notice, or the COVID-19 state of emergency 
provision is modified accordingly. 

3 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

Section 5.65 and 5.70 of the Local Government Act 1995 requires an Elected Member or officer 
who has an interest in any matter to be discussed at a Committee/Council Meeting that will be 
attended by the Elected Member or officer must disclose the nature of the interest in a written 
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notice given to the Chief Executive Officer before the meeting; or at the meeting before the 
matter is discussed. 

An Elected Member who makes a disclosure under section 5.65 or 5.70 must not preside at the 
part of the meeting relating to the matter; or participate in; or be present during, any discussion 
or decision making procedure relating to the matter, unless allowed by the Committee/Council. If 
Committee/Council allow an Elected Member to speak, the extent of the interest must also be 
stated. 

3.1 Declaration of Financial Interests 

 Nil. 

3.2 Declaration of Proximity Interests 

 Nil.  

3.3 Declaration of Impartiality Interests 

 Cr Peter McCumstie – 10.1 - Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 21 April 

2022  

Nature: Family member involved.  

 

 Cr Keith Bedford – 10.1 - Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 21 April  2022 

Nature: Community Member for Junjuwa.   

4 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

 Nil.  

5 RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE  

 Nil.  

6 PUBLIC TIME 

6.1 Public Question Time 

 Nil.  

6.2 Public Statements 
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 Nil.  

7 PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND SUBMISSIONS  

 Nil.  

8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

 Nil.  
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9 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RESOLUTION  46/22 

Moved: Cr Linda Evans 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley held at the 
Fitzroy Crossing, on 31 March 2022 be CONFIRMED. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 
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10 RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

10.1 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21 APRIL 2022 

File Number: 4110 

Author: Sarah Smith, Executive Services Coordinator 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY  

For Council to receive the Audit Committee Minutes. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2022   
  

RESOLUTION  47/22 

Moved: Cr Rowena Mouda 
Seconded: Cr Paul White 

THAT COUNCIL: 

Receive the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2022 and the 
recommendations therein be adopted. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC48/22 

Moved: Cr Peter McCumstie 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Haerewa 

That the Audit Committee recommends that Council notes the list of accounts for March 2022 
paid under Delegated Authority in accordance with regulation 13(1) of the Local Government 
(Financial Management) Regulations 1996 attached to this report, totalling $2,062,702.17. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC49/22 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCumstie 

That the Audit Committee recommends Council RECEIVES the Monthly Financial Management 
Report incorporating the Statement of Financial Activity for the period ending 31st March 2022. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC50/22 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Twaddle 

That the Audit Committee recommends that Council: 

1. Receives the report on outstanding rate and service charge debt by financial year to the 

end of March 2022. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC51/22 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCumstie 

That the Audit Committee: 

Recommends that Council receives the information contained in the report detailing Sundry 
Debtors as at 31 March 2022. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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REPORTS 

11 EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

11.1 MINUTES OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE KIMBERLEY ZONE AND KIMBERLEY REGIONAL 
GROUP HELD 19 APRIL 2022 

File Number: 4221 

Author: Sarah Smith, Executive Services Coordinator 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Advocacy 

  
SUMMARY 

This report presents for Council endorsement the Minutes from the Joint Meeting of the 
Kimberley Zone of the Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) and the 
Kimberley Regional Group held on 19 April 2022. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author and Responsible Officer. 

BACKGROUND 

A copy of the minutes from the joint meeting held 19 April 2022 between members of the 
Kimberley Zone of WALGA (Zone) and Kimberley Regional Group (KRG) is attached for Council 
consideration. 

As a result of a past decision of the group, both the Kimberley Zone and KRG meetings are joined.  

It should be remembered that the Kimberley Zone of WALGA is a group established to represent 
regional issues to the State Council of WALGA.  This group includes the four Kimberley Shires in 
addition to the Shires of Christmas Island and Cocos Keeling Islands. 

The KRG is a group defined through a deed of agreement between the four Kimberley local 
governments with the Minister for Local Government. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act 1995 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUTCOME STRATEGY 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation. 

 

1.2.1 Provide strong civic leadership. 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance. 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Community: 

That the Shire’s 
interests and 
contribution to the 
zone are represented 
and reflect the views of 
the community 

Unlikely Minor Low Minutes received and 
endorsed by Council to 
allow for transparency 
and assist zone 
attendees with clear 
direction 

CONSULTATION 

Nil. 

COMMENT 

The minutes and respective background information are attached to this report and the following 
comments are made in relation to the resolutions passed by the Group. Additional 
recommendations have been made where necessary for Council’s consideration. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Zone KRG Joint Meeting Minutes - 19 April 2022 ⇩   

RESOLUTION  52/22 

Moved: Cr Peter McCumstie 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

That Council 

Receives and endorses the resolutions of the Kimberley Zone of WALGA and Kimberley Regional 
Group as attached in the minutes from the Joint Meeting held 19 April 2022. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 

CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_files/CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_Attachment_10879_1.PDF
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12 CORPORATE SERVICES 

12.1 OUTSTANDING RATES COLLECTION POLICY MODIFICATION (AND CONFIRMATION OF 
SALE OF PROPERTY FOR UNPAID RATES - 5 DELWARR STREET, DERBY) 

File Number: 5128 

Author: Alan Thornton, Acting Director of Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Administrative 

  
SUMMARY 

This report proposed that Council notes the sale of this property to recover (at least in party) the 
cost of outstanding rates, recovery costs, and the costs of building demolition for this property.  
Also, that the Policy relating to Outstanding Rates Collection be modified to bring it into 
consistency with the Delegation relating to “Recovery of Rates Debts - Actions to Take Possession 
of the Land” (#1.1.29). 

The outstanding rates/debt for 5 Delewarr Street, Derby, has been reported to Council via the 
Audit Committee on a regular basis (generally monthly) over past months. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by the Author. 

BACKGROUND 

Where rates and service charges in respect of any rateable land remain outstanding for at least 
three years, a local government may take possession of the land and either; lease the land, sell the 
land, or transfer it to the Crown.  In late 2020 the Shire began the process of seizing the property 
so it could be sold, with sale funds used to recover these debts.  The owner of the property has 
shown no interest in engaging with the Shire or the Shire’s legal advisors/debt collectors during 
the debt collection process. 

The auction for the sale of 5 Delewarr Street Derby is due to occur on 21 May 2022.  It is not 
known if there are any higher priority debts (e.g. taxation) but understand that Town and Country 
Building Society do have an interest (however it has not responded to any of the correspondence 
from either the Shire or Mcleods – it is possible therefore that there might be a priority debt that 
needs to be paid out prior to the Shire).  The sale price achieved is hoped to be sufficient to cover 
the current Shire debt amount but the valuation recently received does not support this, with a 
valuation of just $75,000.  The Shire can still pursue the outstanding debt as a civil debt recover 
matter. 

Outstanding debts owing to the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley for 5 Delewarr Street, Derby is 
outlined in the following table, inclusive of demolition costs incurred by the Shire (incurred when 
the property was demolished by the Shire due to health concerns (2016) in light of the owner 
taking no action to remedy them): 
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FINANCIAL YEARS 2001 TO 2022 

Rates Raised  $21,638.05  

Rubbish [up to 16/17]  $6,420.92  

Emergency Services Levy Charges  $1,149.90  

Instalment/Fees  $30.00  

Legal Charges  $9,533.91  

Demolition  $32,118.95  

Interest  $55,447.80  

Sub Total $126,339.53 

Less Payments Received  -$18,001.24  

TOTAL OUTSTANDING (to date) $108,338.29  

 

The Shire has both an Outstanding Rates Collection Policy (F5) and a delegation for Recovery of 
Rates Debts - Actions to Take Possession of the Land (1.1.29). This delegation provides for the CEO 
to progress a land sale for unpaid rates, but that any decision to do so must comply with the 
Council’s Outstanding Rates Collection Policy, which in turn requires the prior approval of Council 
to progress such an action.  There is a lack of clarity between the two documents (Policy F5 and 
Delegation 1.1.29) in regard to how Council needs to be engaged in the process, but the process 
adopted in this case has been through the 17 September 2020 Audit Committee Meeting’s Rates 
Outstanding Report, which outlined the recovery position for all outstanding rates at that time.  In 
regard to 5 Delewarr Street, Derby, the action status was “currently with McLeods. Goal for 
resolution is to initiate acquisition and sale” and the recommendation of the Committee was “2. 
Note the intention to more actively pursue debt collection in accordance with Council policies AF19 
– OUTSTANDING RATES COLLECTION POLICY and COVID-19 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP POLICY – As 
adopted Resolution 56/20 30 April, 2020”.  The Audit Committee’s recommendation was adopted 
by Council at its 26 November 2020 meeting and there is an update of this (and other) debtors 
provided through the Audit Committee on a monthly basis.  This report proposes to refine the 
Policy so it is clear that the above process meets the policy requirement for such actions in the 
future. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act S. 6.64 (Actions to be taken) provides that if any rates or service charges 
have been unpaid for at least three years, the local government may take possession of the land 
and —  

 (a) from time to time lease the land; or 

 (b) sell the land; or 

 (c) cause the land to be transferred to the Crown; or 

 (d) cause the land to be transferred to itself. 

Local Government Act S. 6.68 (Exercise of Power to Sell Land) provides the authority for a local 
government to sell land for unpaid rates, conditional on reasonable debt collection attempts being 
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made and the debt being owed for a period in excess of three years. Or if three years has not 
passed, that the reasons for the decision to recover earlier are recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting at which the decision was made. 

Local Government Act Schedule 6.3 – Provisions relating to sale or transfer of land where rates 
or service charges unpaid provides the detail of how land is to be sold or transferred (like notices, 
advertisements, application of funds achieved from any sale, and transfer of land to the Crown 
process, etc.) and specifically includes the following clause: 

Cl. 7 - If sale not completed within 12 months after commencement, proceedings 
lapse: outlines that if a contract for sale has not been entered by the expiration of 12 
months, then the proceedings must cease and the local government must 
recommence proceedings. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Outstanding Rates Collection Policy (F5) - sets out guidelines for the collection of outstanding 
rates and charges, applicable legal action requirements and associated rating procedures within 
the Shire. This policy provides for the potential sale of land for unpaid rates, but requires the prior 
approval of Council to do so. 

Whilst the Council resolved at its meeting of 26 November 2020 (via the Audit Committee) to 
pursue debt collection in accordance with Council policies, it is considered prudent to (1) confirm 
with Council, the process undertaken, and (2) clarify the policy so that it more accurately reflects 
the process undertaken (so it can be used for any similar future sales). 

Delegation 1.1.29 Recovery of Rates Debts - Actions to Take Possession of the Land provides for 
the CEO to progress a land sale for unpaid rate, but that any decisions to do so under this 
delegation must comply with (amongst other things) the Council’s Outstanding Rates Collection 
Policy. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There is a risk that the property is not worth the value of the debt, but hopefully with a reasonably 
robust real-estate market in Derby, a sale within a reasonable period of time should be anticipated 
(and hopefully above the amount of the debt being carried by the Shire).  The Shire can still pursue 
the debt as a civil debt recover matter, but it would need to have a reasonable chance of recovery 
occurring before it progressed down that path. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Financial: 

Non collection of rates 
results in less services 

Almost 
Certain 

Insignificant Medium Progressively implement 
debt recovery options, 
including sale of land if 
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being able to be 
provided to the district. 

necessary. 

Reputation: 

Sale of land for unpaid 
debt can be seen as an 
extreme form of debt 
collection. 

Possible Minor Medium Provide community 
information on debt 
recovery policy and the 
value of rates in 
providing services. 

CONSULTATION 

There was the required public notice published in the West Australian Newspaper of 18 April 2022 
advising of the action, but other than this, no additional community consultation is considered to 
be required. 

Consultation has occurred with the Shire’s legal advisors (McLeods) but neither the owner of the 
property, not Town & Country Building Society, has shown no interest in engaging with the Shire 
or McLeods throughout the process. 

COMMENT 

Whilst the Council resolved at its meeting of 26 November 2020 (via the Audit Committee) to 
pursue debt collection in accordance with Council policies, it is considered prudent to (1) confirm 
with Council the process undertaken for 5 Delewarr Street, and (2) clarify the policy so that it more 
accurately reflects a suitably accountable process being undertaken (so it can be used for any 
similar future sales). 

In regard to Council’s Policy #F5 - Outstanding Rates Collection Policy – it is suggested that 
paragraph 15 be altered to reflect the current process, so to change paragraph #15…..from: 

If rates and service charges in respect of any rateable land remain outstanding for at least 
three years, Council may take possession of the land and either; lease the land, sell the land, 
transfer to the Crown, or transfer to itself under the provisions of Section 6.64 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. The approval of Council is to be obtained before this course of action 
is undertaken. 

to… 

If rates and service charges in respect of any rateable land remain outstanding for at least 
three years, Council may take possession of the land and either; lease the land, sell the land, 
transfer to the Crown, or transfer to itself under the provisions of Section 6.64 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. The approval of Council is to be obtained before this course of action 
is undertaken (which can include a suitable notification to either the Audit Committee or to 
Council of a proposal to progress under delegation, an action outlined in S. 6.64).  

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes that the auction for the sale of 5 Delewarr Street, Derby occurred on 21 May 2022 
and the sale price achieved was $???,000*, and Confirms the CEO’s actions in finalising the 
collection of outstanding rates/shire debts through the sale of this land;  

2. Modifies its Council Policy (Report Outstanding Rates Collection Policy - F5) by rewording 
paragraph #15 as follows: “15. If rates and service charges in respect of any rateable land 
remain outstanding for at least three years, Council may take possession of the land and 
either; lease the land, sell the land, transfer to the Crown, or transfer to itself under the 
provisions of Section 6.64 of the Local Government Act 1995. The approval of Council is to 
be obtained before this course of action is undertaken (which can include a suitable 
notification to either the Audit Committee or to Council of a proposal to progress under 
delegation, an action outlined in S. 6.64).”; and 

3. Reinforces that the CEO is to arrange with due levels of expediency, the collection of all 
rates debts, including using the option of selling the land where other debt collection 
options have been unsuccessfully pursued. 

 

(*) figure to be inserted at Council meeting. 

 

   
CEO’s Note: A revised officer recommendation was provided for recommendation #1 (as follows): 

1. Notes that the auction for the sale of 5 Delewarr Street, Derby occurred on 21 May 2022 and 

the sale price achieved was $???,000*, and Confirms the CEO’s actions in finalising the 

collection of outstanding rates/shire debts through the sale of this land;   
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RESOLUTION  53/22 

Moved: Cr Linda Evans 
Seconded: Cr Rowena Mouda 

That Council: 

1. Confirms the CEO’s actions in finalising the collection of outstanding rates/shire debts 
through the sale of this land;  

2. Modifies its Council Policy (Report Outstanding Rates Collection Policy - F5) by rewording 
paragraph #15 as follows: “15. If rates and service charges in respect of any rateable land 
remain outstanding for at least three years, Council may take possession of the land and 
either; lease the land, sell the land, transfer to the Crown, or transfer to itself under the 
provisions of Section 6.64 of the Local Government Act 1995. The approval of Council is to 
be obtained before this course of action is undertaken (which can include a suitable 
notification to either the Audit Committee or to Council of a proposal to progress under 
delegation, an action outlined in S. 6.64).”; and 

3. Reinforces that the CEO is to arrange with due levels of expediency, the collection of all 
rates debts, including using the option of selling the land where other debt collection 
options have been unsuccessfully pursued. 

 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 
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13 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

13.1 AWARD OF TENDER T7-2021 - NOONKANBAH ROAD AND MILLIGIDEE ACCESS ROAD – 
RESHAPING AND RESHEETING 

File Number: 0481 

Author: John Dyer, Manager of Infrastructure 

Responsible Officer: Wayne Neate, Director Technical and Development Services  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

This item is for Council to consider the awarding of Tender T7-2021 being the contract works 
required to Reshape and Resheet Noonkanbah Road and Milligidee Access Road. It is proposed 
that the Tender be awarded to Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author and Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

As proposed in Council’s 2021-2022 budget, funding has been allocated for improvement works to 
Reshape and Resheet Noonkanbah Road and Milligidee Access Road. Following the tender 
advertisement, two requests were made for the applicable tender documents. 

At the close of tenders on 30 March 2022, submitted tender documents were received from: 

 Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving 

 AK Evans Group 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act 1995 – 3.57 Tenders for the providing goods or services and Local 
Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 Part 4 Tenders for providing goods or 
services. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Section 8 - Purchase of Goods and Services  

Regional Price preference Policy AF33 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Funds for the undertaking of this contract are contained within the proposed 2021-2022 budget 
for the Noonkanbah and Milligidee Access Road works, submitted prices as per the confidential 
attachment. The funds are made up of Road Project Grant (RRG) from Main Roads Western 
Australia, Roads to Recovery (R2R) Commonwealth funding programme and Council Funds (RC). 
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Noonkanbah Road 

= $250,000 
RC014 - $250,000 

= $250,000 

 
Milligidee Access Road 

= $75,000 
RC165 - $75,000 

= $75,000 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

4. Environment  4.2 Liveable Communities 4.2.3 Encourage and facilitate the 
maintenance and development of 
infrastructure that connects our 
communities 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Business Interruption: 

Pastoralists unable to 
import fuel/fodder and 
export cattle. 

Almost 
Certain 

Severe Extreme Maintain roads to 
industry standards 

Community: 

Access to communities 
restricted. 

Likely Moderate High Maintain roads to 
industry standards 

CONSULTATION 

Tender T7-2021 to Reshape and Resheet Noonkanbah Road and Milligidee Access Road. The 
advertised Tender allowed for a minimum of fourteen days for individuals or companies to submit 
tenders, which included the opportunity to view and inspect the construction site. Council officers 
have carried out several inspections on the section of road concerned to ascertain the most 
appropriate locations for treatment. 

COMMENT 

It is recommended that the tender be awarded to the contractor with the highest average score 
given by three assessors, using the Approved Tender Scoring Criteria that falls within the allocated 
budget.  The Regional Price Preference Policy AF33 was applied to the prices submitted by the 
three Tenderers. 
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The criteria and weighting for this tender were as follows: 

Criteria % 

  Related Experience 15 

  Key Personnel and Experience 15 

  Tenderer's Resources 15 

  Demonstrated Understanding 15 

  Local Supplier Details 10 

  Quality Management Systems 20 

  Risk 10 

 

A score summary is shown below: 

Buckleys Earthworks and Paving C1 

AK Evans C2 

 
 

  

C1 C2  

Relevant Experience 15% 
Weighted 
Score 

12.3 11.7 

Key Personnel Skills & Experience 
15% 

Weighted 
Score 

12.3 12.3 

Tender Resources 15% 
Weighted 
Score 

49.3 12.7 

Demonstrated Understanding 15% 
Weighted 
Score 

13.0 11.7 

Local Supplier Details 10% 
Weighted 
Score 

9.0 8.3 

Quality Management System 20% 
Weighted 
Score 

17.7 16.0 

Risk 10% 
Weighted 
Score 

8.7 9.0 

Totals 100% 122.3 81.7 

 

As seen in the table above, Total criteria scores are very similar in the Assessment Criteria for T7-
2021 Noonkanbah Road and Milligidee Access Road Reshape and Resheet. It is recommended that 
this contract be awarded to Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Confidential Price Scoring - T7-2021 - Confidential    
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RESOLUTION  54/22 

Moved: Cr Paul White 
Seconded: Cr Linda Evans 

That Council award Tender T7-2021 Noonkanbah Road and Milligidee Access Road Reshape and 

Resheet works to Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving. Also that the CEO be authorised to negotiate 

work scope adjustment with Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving in order that a reduced contract 

value can match the available budget amount.   

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 
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14 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

14.1 ADDRESSING DERELICT HOUSES, UNTIDY BLOCKS IN DERBY AND STRATEGIC STATE 
HOUSING NEEDS FOR THE SHIRE 

File Number: 7085 

Author: Robert Paull, Manager Development Services 

Responsible Officer: Wayne Neate, Director Technical and Development Services  

Authority/Discretion: Legislative 

  
SUMMARY 

Council is requested to: 

 support the process and direction to address derelict houses and untidy blocks in Derby; 

 address the demolition on Lot 775, No. 20 Baobab Street, Derby; and  

 seek Federal State Government commitment to improve the public housing stock in Derby 
and the Kimberley with support from local indigenous corporations. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by author and Responsible Officer. 

BACKGROUND 

The Shire has identified 15 privately owned residential properties in Derby that are abandoned 
and in disrepair and which require either demolition of renovation. The properties identified are 
included as Attachment 1.  
 
Where possible, private owners have been notified of these concerns and requested to either 
repair the houses or have them removed (i.e. demolished). In all cases, no action to either 
demolish or improve the properties has been undertaken.   

  

Lot 775, No. 20 Baobab Street Derby  
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It is noted that the remains of a privately owned house at Lot 775, No. 20 Baobab Street Derby is 

uninhabitable (due to fire damage) and although a direction to demolish the house has been 

served, no response from the owner has been received. 

A further Ten (10) residential properties in Derby owned by the State Government through the 
Department of Housing (DoH) have also been identified as abandoned and in disrepair 
(Attachment 2).   

It is noted that on the eve of preparing this report, 3 Demotion Permits were issued for the DOH 
houses as identified in Attachment 2. In addition to the DoH residential properties identified as 
abandoned and in disrepair, five (5) Department of Health (DoHealth) properties with a similar 
level of poor quality housing have also been identified (Attachment 3). 

In relation to the DoH and DoHealth properties, the Shire President and Chief Executive Office 
have previously expressed their concerns in the strongest of terms about the poor condition of 
some State housing State Ministers and senior State executives with no discernible results.  

It is noted that local government does not have the legislative authority to direct government 
agencies or instrumentalities to repair the houses or have them removed. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Privately Owned Properties 
Local government may act to have owners address properties in disrepair through the following 
legislation: 

Local Government Act 1995 
Building Act 2012 
Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911. 
Health (Asbestos) Regulations 1992  

Government Properties 
Local government has no statutory authority to direct planning, or building or health activities on 
Commonwealth or State owned land. Accordingly, Council can only seek to influence 
improvements (or demolition) of dilapidated government housing. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no known policy implications associated with this Report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are direct financial and resource implications for Council associated with this Report. The 
cost of demolition and removal of asbestos (where applicable) in each dwelling is estimated to be 
in the vicinity of between $10 - 20,000.  Should there be a desire to address houses that are 
abandoned and in disrepair, Council will need to consider allocating adequate funding in the 
2022/23 Budget (and potentially future budgets) to address the (private) dwellings referred in this 
Report.  
 
It is anticipated that the Shire would seek reimbursement of costs, however often the local 
government is simply left with land that it would need to dispose. This can result in only a portion 
of the costs being recovered. In relation to Lot 775, No. 20 Baobab Street, Derby Council is 
requested to allocate $14,000 from COA 2070787 Health Other Expenses to cover the cost of 
demolition and inclusion of Caveat on Title reflecting the Shire’s interest in the land. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

2.1 Safe Communities  1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Legal & Compliance: 
The possible outcomes 
of the enforcement of 
the latter legislation 
requires consideration 
by Council, in that, 
failure by owners to 
comply with directions 
under the Act generally 
result in Council having 
to follow through and 
conduct the works. 

Possible Moderate Medium To actively pursue to 
have the identified 
dilapidated housing 
stock either demolished 
or renovated. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation with the owners of private properties referred in this report has taken place (where 
the owners were identified and available). Some limited consultation has occurred with properties 
owned by the DoH where the concerns about the state of their houses has been disclosed. 

COMMENT 

The implementation of any formal proceedings against a property owner is generally going to be 
triggered by staff and the timing of when this occurs, while generally dependent on the perceived 
risk, can usually be planned and budgeted.  

The risk to the Shire from not undertaking some form of remediation or corrective works is 
considered high as the properties are not fenced to keep people out and often the abandoned and 
dilapidated houses have been accessed by trespassers which increases the likelihood of fire or 
injury.  

Options 

The several options and outcomes to address the abandoned and dilapidated privately owned 
properties as outlined in this Report which include: 
 
1. Do Nothing 
 
Outcome: Should Council takes no action, the buildings will continue to deteriorate and potentially 
become more dangerous. Not taking action does not abrogate Council of any responsibility. 
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2. Fence the Sites and Do Nothing 
 
Outcome: As above, and this would not appear to abrogate Council of any responsibility, 
considering the erection of a fence by Council could be construed to evidence concerns about the 
state of the building. It also does not remove the negative aesthetical impact of the site. 
 
3. Issue a Notice and Do Nothing 
 
Outcome: This formally flags Council’s concerns about a particular site.  However, failure to follow 
through on a notice in a timely manner could still leave Council open to the risk of being perceived 
responsible for any public harm, whether from windblown building material, asbestos 
contamination or injury from trespass.  
 
4. Serve Notice on the Property 
 
Outcome: While a notice under the Building Act 2012 (for a dangerous structure) carries the most 
significant penalties, it is often a cumbersome, costly and time-consuming process. Service of an 
Unfit for Human Habitation notice under the Health (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 1911, 
conditioned to require immediate demolition may be an appropriate option for a local 
government, as it allows a fairly quick process through to demolition of the dangerous structure 
and removal of the public risk.  
 
However both processes raise the issue of the costs required to conduct the works. As an 
estimate, it may cost anywhere from $10-20,000 to clear the block and while this can be raised as 
an encumbrance on the Title, the likelihood of recovering those monies from the sale of the 
property (which is an option open to Council) is remote at best. Council will note that often, in 
addition to their condition, the properties may often have outstanding rates.  
 
The costs described above do not include existing unpaid rates arrears and the regulatory and 
legal costs associated with conducting the sale of the property. The Shire’s view is that it has an 
obligation to progress under 4. above whilst acknowledging that the cost to Council and the 
likelihood that there may not in many circumstances, be any reimbursement is a likely outcome.  
 
20 Baobab Street, Derby 
 
This dwelling was destroyed by fire and is structurally unsound. The property is overgrown with 
weeds and potentially a further fire hazard. The owner has been issued a Demolition Order under 
the Building Act 2012 and has not carried out the works required. Nor has the owner made 
contact with the Shire. 
 
With the owner failing to undertake the demolition, it is considered necessary for the Shire to now 
progress the demotion works in order to provide safety and a level of amenity for the area. Due to 
the very dangerous nature of the remaining structure, Council is requested to support immediate 
demolition. 
 
Strategic State housing needs for the Shire 
 
The demolition of poor quality of State housing in Derby (and Fitzroy Crossing) is only one aspect 
of the issues faced by our communities.   
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It is considered that the State Government must provide a meaningful replacement program of 
quality housing that addresses the needs of its tenants and addresses the increasing housing 
shortages in the Shire and the Kimberley as a whole. Mixed with this, the Shire is aware of a 
significant number of vacant Government Regional Officers' Housing (GROH) houses under that 
program in Derby. This appears to be a resource that could make in inroads in relation to 
improving the residential housing supply in the town. 
 
Importantly, the matters of poor housing stock identified in this Report are similar to those 
acknowledged by many local indigenous corporations; who recognise that appropriate housing is a 
key to improving the social and economic wellbeing of the broader community. It is open for 
Council to commence lobbying of both the Federal and State governments on the need for 
significant ongoing commitment to improve social housing in Derby. In this regard, indigenous 
stakeholders could be invited to join the Shire in its endeavours to substantially improve the 
housing stock in Derby through lobbying.  
 
It should be noted that this Report only addresses housing issues in Derby. A further report to 
Council will shortly be prepared addressing similar matters in Fitzroy Crossing. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Absolute majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Attachment 1 - 15 houses ⇩  
2. Attachment 2 - Department of Housing (houses) ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - Department of Health (houses) ⇩   

RESOLUTION  55/22 

Moved: Cr Paul White 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

That with respect to Addressing Derelict Houses, Untidy Blocks in Derby and Strategic State 
Housing Needs for the Shire that Council: 

1. Note the Report; 
 

2. Authorise the reallocation of $14,000 from COA 2070787 Health Other Expenses to the 
cost of demolition and inclusion of Caveat on Title for Lot 775, No 20 Baobab Street Derby 
reflecting the Shire’s interest in the land. 
 

3. Once demolition and inclusion of Caveat on Title for Lot 775, No 20 Baobab Street Derby 
has been undertaken, the Chief Executive Officer be requested to actively seek 
reimbursement of Shire’s costs from the owner. 
 

4. Request to Chief Executive Officer to: 
a) Undertake action as outlined in the Report in relation to progressing the clean-up and 

where required, demolition of (private) dwellings referred in this Report; and 
 

b) Consider a submission to the 2022/23 Budget that addresses adequate funding for the 
potential demolition, establishment of a caveat and potential legal actions to the 

CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_files/CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_Attachment_10858_1.PDF
CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_files/CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_Attachment_10858_2.PDF
CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_files/CO_20220428_MIN_2231_AT_Attachment_10858_3.PDF


Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  28 April 2022 

 

Item 14.1 Page 100 

address the clean-up/demolition of (private) dwellings referred in this Report. 
 

5. Request the President on behalf of Council, write to: 
(a) The Prime Minister of Australia, Premier of Western Australia and the respective 

Leaders of the Opposition, highlighting the concerns of the community with respect 
to the need for a meaningful quality State housing program that addresses the needs 
of its tenants and addresses the increasing housing shortage in the Shire and the 
Kimberley as a whole;  
 

(b) The Minister for Housing and Minister for Health and respective Opposition 
spokespersons, requesting immediate action to either demolish or renovate the WA 
Government housing stock identified in this Report and for the demolished housing 
to be immediately replaced with quality housing targeted to the needs of tenants 
and the community; 
 

(c) Indigenous corporations and stakeholders in Derby who also seek to substantially 
improve local housing stock by inviting them to join with the Shire in lobbying 
Federal and State Governments to commit to improved social housing in Derby. 

 
In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 

Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 
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15 COMMUNITY AND RECREATION SERVICES 

15.1 FUNDING REQUEST - MOWANJUM FESTIVAL 2022 

File Number: GS/045/5 

Author: Christie Mildenhall, Acting Director of Community Services 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

The Mowanjum Festival is the longest running Indigenous dance festival in the Kimberley region 
and WA has been running since 1997. The festival is held at the Mowanjum Art and Culture Centre 
and attracts around 1,100 visitors each year.  

This report is for Council to consider a funding request from Mowanjum Cultural and Arts Centre 
for $10,000 (ex GST) as a contribution towards the 2022 Mowanjum Festival being held in July.  

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by author or authoriser. 

BACKGROUND 

The Mowanjum Festival is an annual one day event held to share the vibrant, living culture of the 
Ngarinyin, Worrorra, and Wunambal people who live in Mowanjum and the communities along 
the Gibb River Road. It is the longest running Indigenous dance festival in the Kimberley region and 
WA has been running since 1997 (with 2020 missed due to COVID-19 restrictions). Held at the 
Mowanjum Art and Culture Centre (MACC) the festival attracts around 1,100 visitors each year to 
share, experience and immerse themselves in the local culture.  

The festival has a major focus on Junba (traditional song and dance) with performers of all ages 
participating. Dancers from other language groups are also often invited to showcase their 
performances. Other activities such as ochre painting, boab carving, artefact displays, bush 
medicine, food and art stalls are on display.  

The event is held in July each year, coinciding with the annual Boab Festival.  

In the past the event has been delivered by the event management company Skinnyfish Music. 
Skinnyfish has advised MACC that they are not available to do this year’s event. The Board of 
MACC has subsequently decided to bring event delivery “in house”, and are looking to recruit 
someone to undertake this role.  

This funding request would ordinarily be dealt with through the Shire’s Community Grants or 
Development Grants, depending on the value of the funding request. Following a review of the 
Community Funding Scheme policy these programs have yet to be reinstated, however Officers 
are currently working on operationalising these programs.  

In previous years the Shire has supported this event financially through the Community and 
Development Grants program, awarding $5,000 (ex GST) to the event in 2019. Due to a review of 
the funding program these grants were not available in 2021, so the funding request was 
considered by Council and $5,000 was awarded (Council decision 47/21 as outlined below). 
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The 2020 event was cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

Council has also considered other funding requests which would ordinarily be covered by the 
Community Grants and Development Grants; 

 March 2022 - Boab Festival at Derby Inc. - $7,500 (ex GST) 

 December 2020 – Boab Festival at Derby Inc. - $7,500 (ex GST) 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Part 6 – Financial Management of the Local Government Act 1995 applies to this report in that 
each year Council allocates an annual budget to donate to community organisations through the 
Community Funding Scheme.   

The Shire’s Code of Conduct at clause 23 (Gifts and Benefits) outlines that it is the Shire’s position 
that Council and Committee Members should not seek or accept (either directly or indirectly) any 
immediate or future gift (including any financial benefit, reward, donation or hospitality) for 
themselves, or for any other person or body, as a result of their role with the Shire.  However, it is 
acknowledged that there may be instances when receiving a gift is unavoidable or when refusal of 
a gift may be inappropriate. In these circumstance, Council and Committee Members must comply 
with the provisions of the rest of this section.  In order to ensure transparency, the CEO maintains 
a register of notifiable gifts which is published on the Shire’s website in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Government Act 1995. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy F19 – Community Funding Scheme provides guidance as to the provision of financial and 
non-monetary assistance to community groups and not-for-profit organisations by the Shire.  

Generally funding is distributed through various grants programs, however the policy stipulates 
that funding requests received which are not eligible for the grants programs are to be presented 
to Council. Currently only applications for the Quick grants programs are being accepted. This 
grant program awards grants of up to $500 ex GST per annum and therefore this request is not 
able to be processed through that grant program. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Funding awarded through the Community Funding Scheme is usually provided at the time the 
funding request is approved. Therefore if funds are awarded to MACC it will be attributed to the 
2021/22 financial year budget.  

In the current year’s budget, $30,000 was allocated for ‘Donations to Community Groups’ for 
projects funded through the Community Funding Scheme. To date $14,213 has been allocated to 
projects, leaving $15,787 for distribution. The request from the Mowanjum Art and Culture Centre 
is for $10,000 and therefore can be allocated within the current financial year budget.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

2. Community 2.3 Vibrant and culturally 
rich communities 

2.3.1 Support the growth and 
development of arts and cultural 
programs, services, places and spaces 

2. Community 2.3 Vibrant and culturally 
rich communities 

2.3.2 Facilitate and/ or contribute to 
community events, cultural activities 
and festivals 

2. Community 2.3 Vibrant and culturally 
rich communities 

2.3.3 Record, recognise, preserve and 
celebrate the district’s culture, history 
and hertiage 

2. Community 2.4 Sustainable 
Communities 

2.4.1 Support and assist volunteer, 
community and sporting groups 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Financial: 

Potential for misuse of 
funding  

Unlikely Minor Low Normal requirement of 
acquittal will be applied 
to this funding 

Reputation: 

Public perception of 
Shire if funding is 
denied 

Possible Moderate Medium Council to provide 
funding as requested. 

CONSULTATION 

No community consultation is considered to be required. 

Officers have been in direct consultation with the Manager at the Mowanjum Art and Culture 
Centre regarding this funding request.  

COMMENT 

The Mowanjum Festival is an event held at the Mowanjum Art and Culture Centre in July each 
year. As with many event organisers the Board of MACC had been considering the potential 
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impact of COVID-19 on this years event. In April 2022 the Board determined that the event will go 
ahead this year and has started seeking sponsorship from key stakeholders.  

MACC has requested funding of $10,000 as a contribution towards the 2022 Mowanjum Festival. 
This is an increase on the funding granted in previous years, where the Shire contributed $5,000.  

The funding will be used to assist in meeting the costs of delivering the event. MACC has advised 
that the costs of setting up the event has increased this year due to the considerable rise in the 
cost of goods and services, as well as the COVID-19 Public Health measures, which have seen an 
increase in the number of staff required for the event. Also of difference this year to previous 
years is that the management and organisation of this event has been brought in house as the 
previous event managers, Skinny Fish Music is unavailable. This has necessitated MACC recruiting 
an event coordinator for the three months prior to the event.  

This year due to COVID-19 public health measures the event will run at 75% capacity. It is 
anticipated there will be an audience of around 1,000 people - 750 general public and 250 
Mowanjum community members. As previous years have booked out, this is likely to reduce the 
income generated from ticket sales.  

This year MACC has created a standardised sponsorship package for all event sponsors. 
Sponsorship of $10,000 would see the Shire classed as a second tier sponsor. As a second tier 
sponsor the Shire will be acknowledged as a major sponsor in all event publicity. The event is 
promoted to the public through posters, the Toursim WA portal, social media and local and 
national media coverage, as well as through other opportunities as they arise. Additionally the 
Shire will receive six complimentary tickets to the festival (valued at $40 each based on 2021 
prices) and associated merchandise.   

The festival has a major focus on Aboriginal culture, with Junba (traditional song and dance) being 
the main feature of the festival. Junba is considered essential for good social and emotional 
wellbeing and provides the opportunity for young people and families to strengthen connection to 
country and intergenerational bonds.  In the three months leading up to the festival, workshops 
are held in Mowanjum and in other communities along the Gibb River Road where Elders and 
senior community members work with young people to practice Junba and prepare totems and 
costumes used during the performance.   

The Festival provides economic opportunities for Derby and surrounds. It is a significant drawcard 
to bring people to Derby during the tourist season. The event provides a unique experience to 
attendees to gaining an understanding and appreciation of Lore and culture of the Ngarinyin, 
Worrorra and Wunumbul groups who make up the Mowanjum community. The knowledge gained 
through the event will assist attendees to develop respect for diversity and an understanding and 
cultural difference. It is the development of respect for culture which underpins one of the five 
dimensions of reconciliation.  

Analysis of the addresses of past ticket holders has shown that the majority of attendees have 
travelled from somewhere in Western Australia or the eastern seaboard to attend. It is anticipated 
that around 500 visitors to the event will be from interstate and greater WA. With the Western 
Australian border reopening it is expected that this year there is likely to be an increased number 
of tourists coming to visit the Kimberley region this dry season. As a result the event will provide 
economic benefits to Derby through the provision of accommodation, fuel, meals, groceries and 
other supplies which may be purchased by visitors. It is expected these 500 people will stay in 
Derby for a minimum of two days, providing substantial economic potential. 

The event also provides economic opportunities to many local businesses and employment 
opportunities for residents, with the vast majority of services being engaged sourced locally. This 
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includes logistical support, sound, security, cleaners, ground works, electrical services and food 
vendors. Additional cleaners and crowd control are sourced from the Mowanjum community. All 
performers are paid. Where good and services are unable to be sourced from Derby, Broome 
businesses are engaged.   

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Absolute majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Email - Funding Request - Mowanjum Arts and Culture Centre ⇩   

RESOLUTION  56/22 

Moved: Cr Linda Evans 
Seconded: Cr Rowena Mouda 

That Council;  

1. Approves a $10,000 (ex GST) contribution to the Mowanjum Art and Cultural Centre as a 
contribution towards the cost of staging the 2022 Mowanjum Festival subject to; 

(a) Relevant event approvals being obtained; 

(b) Submission of an acquittal at the conclusion of the event;  

(c) Suitable promotional recognition of the Shire’s contribution (in line with being a 
second tier sponsor) being secured; and 

(d) Allocates the six complimentary tickets provided as part of the sponsors package as 
follows and that this information be incorporated into the Shire’s Gift Register; 

(i) Two tickets for the Shire President (and their guest); 

(ii) Two tickets for the Shire Vice President (and their guest); and 

(iii) Two tickets to be allocated to Shire employees (allocated at the discretion of 
the CEO). 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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16 MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN   

 Nil.  
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17 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE    

17.1    

File Number:   

Author:  ,   

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

The Shire President and Deputy Chair of the North West Defence Alliance, and Cr Peter Long 
(Chair) have been encouraged to attend the Indo Pacific 2022 International Maritime Exposition in 
Sydney (10 - 12 May 2022) as a good opportunity to promote the North West to any stakeholders 
at the conference. 

This report outlines that there are budget funds available for attendance should Council confirm a 
registration. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author. 

BACKGROUND 

The Shire President was contacted by Defence West Executive Director, Mr Toff Idrus, suggesting 
that Cr Peter Long (Chair of the North West Defence Alliance) and himself as the Deputy Chair, 
attend the Indo Pacific 2022 International Maritime Exposition in Sydney (10 - 12 May 2022) as a 
good opportunity to promote the North West to any stakeholders at the conference, in particular, 
Industry Stakeholders.  This conference will lead onto the Indian Ocean Conference 26 – 27 July in 
Perth. 

The web page for the conference outlines the following: 

The INDO PACIFIC International Maritime Exposition is a three day event incorporating 
a comprehensive industry exhibition showcasing 700+ naval defence and commercial 
maritime organisations from around the world as well as a comprehensive conference 
program featuring 50+ conference sessions, presentations, forums and symposia from 
leading maritime organisations including the Royal Australian Navy. 

The program covers a range of topics from the spectrum of opportunities and issues 
currently facing the maritime industry, academia and government within Australian 
and the Indo-Pacific region, including shipbuilding and sustainment, nuclear 
technology, autonomous drone use in the maritime sphere, emergency response and 
many more. 
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The INDO PACIFIC 2022 International Maritime Exposition is your gateway to an Australian 
and regional marketplace with dynamic fleet acquisition and equipment programs 
underway. 

The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) is acquiring or planning to introduce 29 major new 
vessels, including a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines, nine Hunter-class frigates 
and 12 Arafura-class offshore patrol vessels. Upgrades to existing platforms will 
include an enhanced long-range strike capability, along with associated electronics and 
communications systems, sensors and munitions. 

Other navies of the Indo Pacific region are embarking upon similar upgrades, with 
many acquiring or seeking to acquire new vessels and aircraft, patrol boats, 
submarines, landing craft, frigates and supporting systems. 

Previously known as PACIFIC International Maritime Exposition, in 2020 the event 
became INDO PACIFIC in order to more closely reflect Australia’s regional stance. 

INDO PACIFIC 2022 will be the 12th iteration of this internationally renowned event, 
which in 2019 attracted: 

 657 participating exhibitor companies from 22 nations 

 182 industry, government, defence and scientific delegations from 48 nations, 
including 45 international naval delegations and 21 Chief of Navy counterparts 
from across the region 

 48 major conferences, symposia and forums 

 21,241 attendances across three days. 

INDO PACIFIC 2022 is where customer and industry will connect, where commercial 
maritime and naval defence suppliers will promote their capabilities to decision-
makers from around the world, in the only maritime exposition of its kind in the Indo 
Pacific region. 

As the signature maritime event for the region, INDO PACIFIC 2022 offers an 
unparalleled concentration of: 

 Defence and Civil decision makers 

 Tier 1 and Tier 2 suppliers 

 Small to Medium Businesses 

 Prime Contractors 

 Universities and Research Organisations 

INDO PACIFIC 2022 is the prime face-to-face event for: 

 Direct Sales 
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 Business Development 

 Product Launches 

 Relationship Development 

 Market Research 

 Supply Chain Development 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act S 2.7 (Role of council) outlines that the Council governs the local 
government’s affairs, and is responsible for the performance of the local government’s functions.  
It is also charged with overseeing the allocation of the local government’s finances and resources; 
and determine the local government’s policies. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

(C2) Elected Member and Employee Training and Professional Development - This Policy 
provides guidance on training and professional development that is not of a statutory nature, by 
supporting the attendance by Elected Members and Employees at conferences, seminars and 
relevant training courses that contribute to their ongoing professional, skills, and knowledge 
development (and to detail the relevant expenses to be paid by the Shire associated with such 
attendance). 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The budget contains provision for the attendance of the President/Councillors at Council Meetings 
and Conferences in the same account (Members – Travel & Accommodation).  There has been 
more meetings at Fitzroy Crossing that the budget originally anticipated and so whilst the 2021/22 
budget amount provided was $27,000 actuals as at 31 March 2022 is already $32,508 (actual & 
Purchase Order value).  The over-spend by 30 June will be more significant, but in dollar terms is 
still only likely to be less than $20,000.  Attendance costs at the conference are estimated to be 
$5,000 (made up of airfares, travel, and accommodation type expenses) which would be in 
addition to the above estimated end of year position.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.1 Collaboration and 
partnership  

1.1.2 Maximise local opportunities 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Reputation: 

That attendance will 
not be seen by the 
community as 

Possible Moderate Medium Provide a report 
following the event of 
the value considered to 
be gained by attendance. 
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representing “good 
value for money”. 

CONSULTATION 

No community consultation is considered to be required. 

COMMENT 

Attendance at conferences are valuable learning and promotional opportunities.  Whilst the Shire 
has not historically been a participant at this event, there may be good value to be gained by the 
exposure of attendance. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

RESOLUTION  57/22 

Moved: Cr Paul White 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCumstie 

That Council endorse the Shire President’s attendance at the Indo Pacific 2022 International 
Maritime Exposition in Sydney (10 - 12 May 2022). 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Paul White, Geoff Davis, Rowena Mouda, Pat Riley, Keith 
Bedford, Linda Evans and Peter McCumstie 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 8/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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18 MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE CLOSED (CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS)   

 Nil. 

19 CLOSURE 

19.1 Date of Next Meeting 

The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held Thursday, 26 May 2022 in the Council Chambers, 
Clarendon Street, Derby. 

19.2 Closure of Meeting 

The Presiding Member closed the meeting at 5:58pm. 

 

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 

 

 

……………………………………………….. 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………. 

 

Presiding Person at the meeting at which these minutes were confirmed. 

 

 

Date: ……………………………………….. 

 

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
26 May 2022

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
26 May 2022
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