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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF DERBY / WEST KIMBERLEY 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CLARENDON STREET, DERBY 
ON FRIDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2023 AT 5:30PM 

 

PRESENT: Mr Peter McCumstie (President), Cr Geoff Haerewa (Deputy President), Cr 
Brett Angwin, Cr Paul Bickerton, Cr Geoff Davis, Cr Brian Ellison, Cr Wayne 
Foley, Cr Kerrissa O'Meara, Cr Andrew Twaddle. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Amanda Dexter (Chief Executive Officer), Tamara Clarkson (Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer), Wayne Neate (Director, Technical and Development 
Services), Neil Hartley (Director, Strategic Business – via MS Teams), Sarah 
Smith (Executive Services Coordinator), Noelene Bain (Executive Services 
Project Officer), Elizabeth Mason (Executive Services Project Manager), Paul 
Nuttall (Consultant), Kylie Hartley (Media Officer – via MS Teams) and Steven 
Tweddie (Consultant – via MS Teams).  

VISITORS: Nil 

GALLERY: Terri Buckley and Peter Jackson.  

APOLOGIES: Nil 

APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Nil 

ABSENT: Nil 

 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING, ANNOUNCEMENTS OF VISITORS 

The meeting was opened at 5:34pm by Mr Peter McCumstie – President.  

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY  

In the spirit of reconciliation, the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of country throughout the Shire and their connection to land, sea and community. 

The Shire of Derby/West Kimberley would also like to pay respect to the past, present and future 
traditional custodians and Elders of this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and 
educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

3 ATTENDANCE VIA TELEPHONE/INSTANTANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

A Councillor may attend council or committee meetings by electronic means if the member is 
authorised to do so by the President or the Council.  Electronic means attendance can only be 
authorised for up to half of the Shire’s in-person meetings they have attended in total, in any 
rolling 12 months prior period.  Authorisation can only be provided if the location and the 
equipment to be used by the Councillor are suitable to enable effective, and where necessary 
confidential, engagement in the meeting’s deliberations and communications. 

• Nil.  
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4 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

4.1 Declaration of Financial Interests 

• Nil. 

4.2 Declaration of Proximity Interests 

• Nil. 

4.3 Declaration of Impartiality Interests 

• Nil. 

5 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

• Nil. 

6 RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE  

• Nil. 

7 PUBLIC TIME 

7.1 Public Question Time 

• Nil. 

7.2 Public Statements 

• Peter Jackson – Buckley’s Earthworks and Paving 

Thank you to the Shire for the ongoing support and all the projects that we completed in 
collaboration.  It was a big year that ended well and we look forward to working together 
next year. 

Special thanks to Wayne Neate (Director of Technical and Development Services) for his 
assistance with the Flood Damage Works and Projects. 

8 PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND SUBMISSIONS  

• Nil. 

9 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

• Nil. 
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10 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RESOLUTION  143/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley held at the 
Karrayilli Adult Education Centre in Fitzroy Crossing, on 30 November 2023 be CONFIRMED. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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11 RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

11.1 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 23 NOVEMBER 2023 

File Number: 4110 

Author: Sarah Smith, Executive Services Coordinator 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Information 

  
SUMMARY 

For Council to receive the minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 23 November 2023.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 23 November 2023   
  

RESOLUTION  144/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Kerrissa O'Meara 

That Council: 

1. Receive the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 23 November 2023 and the 
recommendations therein be adopted. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC93/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That the Audit Committee recommends that Council:  

1. Receives the Monthly Financial Management Report incorporating the Statement of 

Financial Activity for the period ending 31 October 2023. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie, Andrew Twaddle and Brett Angwin 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 4/0 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC94/23 

Moved: Cr Peter McCumstie 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That the Audit Committee recommends that Council: 

Receive the information contained in the report detailing outstanding rates and sundry debtors 
as at 31 October 2023. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie, Andrew Twaddle and Brett Angwin 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 4/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC95/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That the Audit Committee recommends that Council: 

1. Notes the List of Accounts for October 2023 paid under Delegated Authority in 
accordance with regulation 13(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996 attached to this report, totalling $5,121,826.36. 

In Favour: Crs Geoff Haerewa, Peter McCumstie, Andrew Twaddle and Brett Angwin 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 4/0 
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11.2 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13 DECEMBER 2023 

File Number: 4110 

Author: Sarah Smith, Executive Services Coordinator 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Administrative 
  
SUMMARY 
For Council to receive the minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee Meeting held on 13 December 
2023.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee Meeting held on 13 December 2023   
  

RESOLUTION  145/23 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Paul Bickerton 

That Council: 

1. Receives the Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee Meeting held on 13 December 2023 
and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 
CARRIED 9/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC100/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That the Audit & Risk Committee recommends that Council by Simple Majority receives the 
CEO’s Regulation 17 System and Procedures Review. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie, Cr Brett Angwin and Cr Geoff Davis 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AC101/23 

Moved: Cr Brett Angwin 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

That the Audit & Risk Committee recommends that Council receive the information contained in 
the report detailing outstanding rates and sundry debtors as at 30 November 2023. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie, Cr Brett Angwin and Cr Geoff Davis 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 3/0 
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REPORTS 

12 CORPORATE SERVICES 

12.1 COUNCIL POLICY - REVIEW OF ELECTED MEMBER TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  

File Number: 4160 

Author: Janyce Smith, Governance Administration Officer 

Responsible Officer: Tamara Clarkson, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Legislative 

  
SUMMARY 

A review of the policy for Elected Member training and professional development has been 
undertaken for the purpose of ensuring that the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley’s compliance 
with section 5.128 of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act).  
 
This review accommodates the requirement for the policy to be reviewed after the election held 
on 21 October 2023. 
 
This report recommends that the policy updates/modifications proposed by this review, be 
adopted. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by author. 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the review of the Act there was significant focus on the need for training of elected 
members, commencing with basic training at the stage candidates nominate for local government 
elections. On 9 August 2019, amendments were made to the Act that require a policy to be 
prepared and adopted (by absolute majority) by each local government in relation to continuing 
professional development of elected members. Additionally, the policy is to be available on the 
local government’s website and the policy is to be reviewed after each ordinary election (i.e. every 
two years). 
 
Council Members are to successfully complete the legislated training within 12 months of being 
elected and this mandatory training is valid for five years.  
 
Part 8 of the Western Australia Salaries and Allowances Act 1975, Determination of the Salaries 
and Allowances Tribunal for Local Government Chief Executive Officers and Elected Members (6 
April 2023), provides guidelines for expenses and how reimbursements are to be calculated.  
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Attached is a copy of the proposed policy modifications. There are two (2) outcome types: 
 

 Yellow highlights  Minor changes - including terminology, typographical, formatting, 
 pronunciation improvements and linkage to legislation and other 
related documents.   

 

 Green highlights  Changes warranting Council’s specific consideration. 
  

 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

The Local Government Act 1995 regulates the ability of a local government to delegate the 
exercise of its powers or discharge its duties under the Act. 
 

Local Government Act 1995 S 2.7(2)(b) Role of Council - outlines that one of the roles of 
Council is to “determine the local government’s policies”.  
 
Local Government Act 1995 S 5.128 Policy for continuing professional development - outlines 
that Council “must prepare and adopt a policy* in relation to the continuing professional 
development of council members” one of the roles of Council is to “determine the local 
government’s policies. *Absolute majority required, and “A local government must review the 
policy after each ordinary election.”  
 
Local Government Act 1995 S 5.98 Fees etc for council members – outlines Council Member 
entitlements to be reimbursed for prescribed expenses they have incurred whilst performing a 
function in their capacity as a Council Member.  
 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1966 Part 10 Training – outlines the minimum 
requirements and timeframes in which council members must complete regulated training.  
 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1966 Reg 31 Expenses to be reimbursed – 
outlines prescribed expenses that are to be reimbursed whilst performing in their capacity as a 
Council Member. 
 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1966 Reg 32 Expenses that may be approved 
for reimbursement – outlines prescribed expenses that may be reimbursed whilst performing a 
function in their capacity as a Council Member. 
 
Western Australia Salaries and Allowances Act 1975, Determination of the Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal for Local Government Chief Executive Officers and Elected Members Part 8 
Expenses to be reimbursed – outlines expenses for which Council Members are entitled to be 
reimbursed, including vehicle expenses to be calculated at the same rate as section 30.6 of the 
Local Government Officers’ (Western Australia) Award 2021 and that reimbursement of travel 
and accommodations costs to be reimburses under the Public Service Award 1922. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

As detailed in the report. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Budget allocation for Elected Member training and professional development has been included in 
the 2023/24 Annual Budget.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.1 Provide strong civic leadership. 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance. 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Organisation's 
Operations: 

Inefficiency and 
inconsistency can occur 
if policy positions are 
not set, or not 
consistently followed. 

Possible Minor Low Regular review of 
policies, and ongoing 
induction and training of 
staff to ensure policies 
are consistently applied. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation has been undertaken based on a model template and suggested policy 
modifications are minor. 

COMMENT 

The table below outlines the changes that are considered particularly worthy of specific note, in 
particular to the reflect the current Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Determination and to align 
some language within the policy to that of relevant Acts: 
 

TITLE CHANGE REASONING 
C2 Elected Member 
and Employee Training 
and Professional 
Development 

Removed reference to 
employee 

Removed reference to employee as 
requirements are provided in a CEO 
Directive.   

Legislated Training for 
Elected members 

Minor typographical changes 
proposed. 
 
Included relevant information 
regarding the exemptions to 
training. 

To clarify the mandatory training 
required within 12 months of being 
elected and exemptions from 
training details.  

Kilometre Allowance New subheading and included 
relevant determination and 
new Elected Member Claim 
Form.   

To clarify where the kilometre 
payments rates originate from.  
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TITLE CHANGE REASONING 
Intrastate and 
Interstate Travel 

New subheading and included 
relevant determination.   

To clarify where the rates originate 
from and how they are applied.  

Reasonable Expenses New subheading and included 
relevant information and new 
Elected Member Claim Form.   

To clarify what may be considered as 
reasonable expenses. 

Reimbursement of 
Meals 

New subheading and included 
relevant information and new 
Elected Member Claim Form.   

To clarify when reimbursements for 
meals can be claimed. 

Employees Removed reference to 
employees 

Removed reference to employees as 
requirements are provided in a CEO 
Directive.   

Policy Details – 
Legislation 

Minor amendments and 
changes to the legislation. 

Condensed legislation to refer to 
relevant sections of the Acts and 
Regulations.  Included the SAT 
determination and Awards. 

Policy Details – Related 
Documents 

Minor amendments Included relevant documents and 
policies and the new Elected 
Member Travel Claim Form. 

 

 

The previous two claim forms that were used by Elected Members to seek reimbursement have 
now been superseded by the attached “C2 Elected Member Travel Claim Form”.  The form has 
been developed to comply with the schedule of rates in the Local Government Officers’ (Western 
Australia) Award 2021 and the Public Service Award 1992 as set by the Western Australian 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal.  An annual review of the form will be undertaken by officers to 
ensure that correct rates are applied as by the yearly determination from the Western Australian 
and Salaries Tribunal.  

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Absolute majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. C2 Elected Member Travel Claim Form   
2. Draft C2 Elected Member Training and Professional Development    

RESOLUTION  146/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That Council by ABSOLUTE MAJORITY Adopts the policy C2 Elected Member Training and 
Professional Development. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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12.2 STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY - NOVEMBER 2023 

File Number: 5179 

Author: Lavenia Ratabua, Senior Finance Officer 

Responsible Officer: Tamara Clarkson, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Information 

  
SUMMARY 

This report provides a summary of Council’s financial position for the period ending 30 November 
2023. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author or Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

Pursuant to section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 1995 and regulation 34(4) of the Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 (the Regulations), a Local Government is 
to prepare, on a monthly basis, a statement of financial activity that reports on the Shire’s 
financial performance in relation to its adopted/amended budget. 

The Shires Financial Reports are produced in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 as amended. Regulation 34 of the 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 requires that Local Governments 
produce a monthly statement of financial activity and such other supporting information as is 
considered relevant by the Local Government.  

The Shires financial reporting framework provides Council, management and employees with a 
broad overview of the Shire’s wide financial position. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulations 1996, a Statement of Financial Activity is required to be presented to 
Council as a minimum requirement.  

Section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 1995 provides for the preparation of financial reports.  

In accordance with Regulation 34 (5) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996, a report must be compiled on variances greater than the materiality threshold 
adopted by Council of $30,000 or 10% whichever is the greater. As this report is composed at a 
program level, variance commentary considers the most significant items that comprise the 
variance. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

F3 – Significant Accounting Policies 

F4 – Sundry Debtors Collection 

F5 – Outstanding Rates Collection 

F13 – Reserve Accounts 
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F16 – Cash Flow Management 

F17 – Investments 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Expenditure for the period ending has been incurred in accordance with the 2023/24 Annual 
Budget as adopted by Council at its meeting held 17 August 2023 (Resolution No. 79/23 refers) 
budget parameters, which have been structured on financial viability and sustainability principles. 

Details of any budget variation in excess of $30,000 (year to date) follow. There are no other 
known events which may result in a material non-recoverable financial loss or financial loss arising 
from an uninsured event. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Financial: 

The Shire is exposed to 
a number of financial 
risks. Most of these 
risks exist in respect to 
recurrent revenue 
streams which are 
required to meet 
current service levels. 
Any reduction in these 
revenue stream into 
the future is likely to 
have an impact on the 
Shire’s ability to meet 
service levels or asset 
renewal funding 
requirements, unless 
the Shire can replace 
this revenue or 
alternatively reduce 
costs. 

Possible Moderate Medium The completion of the 
Monthly Financial 
Activity Statement 
report is a control that 
monitors this risk. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation within the Corporate Services Department. 

External consultation with Moore Australia. 
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COMMENT 

This is a monthly process advising Council of the current financial position of the Shire. 

Financial integrity is essential to the operational viability of the Shire but also as the custodian of 
community assets and service provision. An ability to monitor and report on financial operations, 
activities and capital projects is imperative to ensure that financial risk is managed at acceptable 
levels of comfort.  

The ability for the Shire to remain financially sustainable is a significant strategy for a region that is 
continually under pressure from the pastoral industry, private enterprise and State Government 
obligations for the ongoing development of infrastructure and services. 

Any material variances are highlighted in the Operating Statement and included by way of note to 
the Operating Statement (as attached). 

Attached to the Agenda is a copy of: 

• Statement of Financial Activity by Nature and Type  

Notes related to –  

• Significant Accounting Policies 

• Net Current Financial Position 

• Capital – Acquisition, Funding and Disposal 

• Cash and Investments 

• Budget Amendments 

• Trust Fund Movements  

• Material Variances  

• Grants and Contributions 

• Rating Information 

• Cash Backed Reserves 

• Receivables  

• Payables; and  

• Summary Graphs. 

Comments are required for variances that are more than 10% of budget or $30,000 whichever is 
the greater. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Monthly Financial Report - November 2023    
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RESOLUTION  147/23 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That Council:  

1. Receives the Monthly Financial Management Report incorporating the Statement of 

Financial Activity for the period ending 30 November 2023. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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12.3 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - NOVEMBER 2023 

File Number: 5110 - Accounts Payable 

Author: Lavenia Ratabua, Senior Finance Officer 

Responsible Officer: Tamara Clarkson, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Information 

  
SUMMARY 

Council to note the list of accounts paid under delegated authority during the month of November 
2023. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author or Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

Council has delegated to the Chief Executive Officer the exercise of its power to make payments 
from the Shire’s municipal and trust funds. In accordance with regulation 13 of the Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, a list of accounts paid by the Chief 
Executive Office is to be provided to Council. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

12. Payments from municipal fund or trust fund, restrictions on making 

 12(1) A payment may only be made from the municipal fund or a trust fund  

 The Chief Executive Officer has delegated authority to make payments from the municipal 
and trust funds. 

13. Payments from municipal fund or trust fund by CEO, CEO’s duties as to etc. 

 (1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make 
payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is 
to be prepared each month showing for each account paid since the last such list was 
prepared — 

  (a) the payee’s name; and 

  (b) the amount of the payment; and 

  (c) the date of the payment; and 

  (d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 (2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing — 
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  (a) for each account which requires Council authorisation in that month — 

   (i) the payee’s name; and 

   (ii) the amount of the payment; and 

   (iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

  (b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 

 (3) A list prepared under sub regulation (1) or (2) is to be — 

  (a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of the Council after the list is 
prepared; and 

  (b) recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

All expenditure from the municipal fund was included in the annual budget as adopted or revised 
by Council. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Legal & Compliance: 

In accordance with 
section 6.8 of the Local 
Government Act 1995, 
a local government is 
not to incur 
expenditure from its 
municipal fund for an 
additional purpose 
except where the 
expenditure is 
authorised in advance 
by an absolute majority 
of Council. 

Rare Minor Low Expenditure to only be 
incurred in accordance 
with budget parameters, 
which have been 
structured on financial 
viability and 
sustainability principles. 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation within the Corporate Services Department. 

COMMENT 

All municipal fund expenditure included in the list of payments is incurred in accordance with the 
2023-24 Annual Budget as adopted by Council at its meeting held 17 August 2023 (Resolution 
79/23) and subsequently revised or has been authorised in advance by the President or by 
resolution of Council as applicable. 

The table below summarises the payments drawn on the funds during the month. Lists detailing 
the payments made are appended as an attachment. 
 

REPORT TO COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER - 2023 

     

 FUND DETAILS  AMOUNT   

 MUNICIPAL ACCOUNT    

 EFT Payments EFT 57601 - EFT 57882  $     4,142,836.57   

 Municipal Cheques CHQ   $                           -     

 Direct Debits 
Fees & Charges, Credit Card Payments, 
Payroll, Payroll Liabilities 

 $     1,248,408.09   

 Manual Cheques CHQ   $           10,212.42   

 TRUST ACCOUNT    

 EFT Payments    Nil   

 Trust Cheques    Nil   

 TOTAL    $ 5,401,457.08   

     

 Creditors Outstanding as at 30/11/2023  $   2,813,370.81   

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. November 2023 - List of Paid Accounts   
2. November 2023 - Credit Card Reconciliation    
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RESOLUTION  148/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That Council: 

1. Notes the List of Accounts for November 2023 paid under Delegated Authority in 
accordance with regulation 13(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996 attached to this report, totalling $5,401,457.08. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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12.4 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2022-2023 

File Number: 4105 

Author: Tamara Clarkson, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Legislative 

  
SUMMARY 

To consider and accept the audited Annual Financial Report and the Office of the Auditor 
General’s (OAG) Independent Audit Report of the Shire of Derby / West Kimberley for the financial 
year ended the 30 June 2023.  

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author or Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

Council is required to accept the Audited Financial Report which will be included as part of the 
Annual Report.  

Each year, the Shire is required to produce its Annual Financial Report and send the report to the 
Shire’s auditor by 30 September (Section 6.4 (3) of the Local Government Act 1995). The Office of 
Auditor General appointed RSM as the Shire’s auditors. They have now completed the audit and 
have provided their Independent Auditor Report and Management Report.  

Shire staff together with consultants, Moore Australia worked in collaboration to prepare the 
financial statements that were presented to the auditors.  

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

The Local Government Act 1995 sets out the requirements for the preparation of the annual 
financial report as follows:  

Section 6.4 (1) and (2) requires the Shire to prepare an annual financial report for the preceding 
financial year which is to be presented in the manner and form prescribed.  

Section 6.4 (3) requires the Shire to submit to its auditor the accounts balanced up to the last day 
of the preceding financial year and to submit the annual financial report by 30 September.  

Section 5.53(2)(f) and 5.53(2)(h) requires the Shire to prepare an annual report that includes the 
financial report and auditor’s report for the financial year.  

Section 5.54 requires the Shire to accept the annual report for a financial year by no later than 31 
December after that financial year; unless the auditor’s report is not available in time, then it is to 
be accepted no later than two months after the auditor’s report becomes available.  

Regulation 51(2) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 requires a 
local government to submit a copy of the annual financial report to the Department within 30 days 
of Local Government receiving the auditor’s opinion on the financial position and the results of the 
operations of the local government.  
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Regulation 10(1) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 requires the auditors to submit 
an audit report to the persons specified in section 7.9(1) of the LGA within 30 days of completing 
the audit.  

Regulation 10(2) and 10(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 provides full details 
about what the auditor’s report is required to report on. The report is to include any material 
matters that, in the opinion of the auditor, indicate significant adverse trends in the financial 
position or the financial management practices. It must also report on any matters indicating non-
compliance with Part 6 of the Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulations 1996, or applicable financial controls in any other written law.  

Regulation 10(4) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 considers where appropriate, 
the auditor is to prepare a management report to accompany the auditor’s report and to forward 
a copy of the management report to the persons specified in section 7.9(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1995 with the auditor’s report.  

All statutory requirements related to the Annual Financial Report 2022/2023 have been met. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Annual Financial Statements are prepared in accordance with the Australian Accounting 
Standards and comply with the Shire’s Significant Accounting Policy which provides requirements 
on how transactions are performed or treated in an accounting context.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Annual Financial Statements set out the operating results for the Shire for the year ended 30 
June 2023 and the assets and liabilities as at that date, together with other relevant financial 
information.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Financial: 

Failure to prepare and 
adopt the Annual 
Financial Report would 
result in non-
compliance with its 
statutory 
responsibilities under 
the Local Government 
Act 1995  

Rare Moderate Low Accept Officer 
recommendation 
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CONSULTATION 

Office of the Auditor General  

RSM, contracted by OAG to conduct audit 

Moore WA, the Shire’s financial services provider 

COMMENT 

The independent audit report issued by OAG is an unqualified report.  

RSM has completed their audit of Council’s financial affairs for the financial year ended 30 June 
2023. There are five primary financial statements which have been prepared to finalise the report 
for 2022/23:  

Statement of Comprehensive Income; 

Statement of Financial Position;  

Statement of Changes in Equity; 

Statement of Cash Flows; and  

Rate Setting Statement.  

Statement of Comprehensive Income  

The Statement of Comprehensive Income on page 3 shows the extent to which Operating 
Expenditure has not exceeded Operating Revenue during the 2022/23 financial year, resulting in 
an operating surplus of $6,117,222. 

Changes in asset revaluation has resulted in a surplus of $16,720,901 with the Total 
Comprehensive Income for the period being $22,838,123.  

Statement of Financial Position  

The Statement of Financial Position on page 4 shows total equity of $350,618,462.  

Statement of Cash Flows  

The Statement of Cash Flows on page 6 indicates a decrease in cash flow of $491,457 over the 
financial year leaving a total balance of Cash and Cash equivalents being $10,843,886.  

Statement of Financial Activity  

The Statement of Financial Activity on page 7 shows a total surplus to be carried through to the 
2023/24 year of $6,613,054 after the imposition of general rates.  

The Audit and Risk Committee is to examine the report of the auditor and determine if any 
matters raised by the report require action to be taken and ensure appropriate action is taken in 
the future.  

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Absolute majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Annual Financial Report 2022/2023   
2. Financial Audit Management Letter Attachment A - 30 June 2023   
3. Information Systems Management Letter Attachment B - 30 June 2023   
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4. Auditor's Closing Report - 30 June 20223    

RESOLUTION  149/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That Council by an ABSOLUTE MAJORITY:  

1. Adopts the audited Annual Financial Report 2022-2023; and 

2. Notes the Independent Audit Report and Auditor’s Closing Report. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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13 EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

13.1 PROPOSAL FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITY - HORIZON POWER SOLAR/WIND FARM 

File Number: 4190 

Author: Neil Hartley, Director - Strategic Business 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

In order to allow more renewable systems to be connected to the Derby grid, Horizon Power is 

seeking to develop a “Renewable Energy Facility” somewhere in or near to the Derby Townsite.  

The three possible locations that are the subject of this report are all sites which are on land 

vested in the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley. 

Horizon Power has already installed solar panels and solar batteries in Derby and this is an 

extension of the initiative. 

This report has considered the two site options suggested by Horizon Power and recommends that 

Council support in-principle the development of a new Renewable Energy Facility on Site Option 2, 

being portion of Crown Reserve 1326 being Lot 3000 on DP49875 in LR3138/641 Derby Highway, 

Derby subject to all applicable planning, building and health requirements being suitably 

addressed and ongoing community support being demonstrated by the preparation and 

implementation of a suitable Renewable Energy Facility Community Consultation Plan. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author or Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

Horizon Power is the State-owned electricity service and infrastructure provider throughout 
regional Western Australia. Horizon Power has funded the roll-out of several past programs to 
increase the amount of electricity generated by renewable systems such as roof-top solar panels, 
community batteries, and wind/solar farms.  Council has previously endorsed the provision of 
solar panels on Shire buildings and a battery at Nicholson Oval (Loch Street). 

Following the recent customer engagement forum held in Derby, Horizon Power has begun a 
desktop assessment to explore suitable land parcels for the proposed renewable energy facility (as 
land forms a critical part of the viability and success of the project). 

The current optimal engineering design requires useable land size of at least 60hectares to 
accommodate planting of renewable mixes of solar and battery, and at least 120hectares for 
renewable mixes of wind, solar and battery. Horizon Power is seeking to access larger parcels of 
land (greater than 120hectares) to allow for contingencies such as heritage sites, or flora and 
fauna buffer zones, which may be identified during due diligence surveys of the land, lay down 
areas and site amenities if required, as well as potential future expansion. 
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As with any government initiative, this project is subject to Horizon Power’s feasibility analysis, 
business cases and funding approval.  However, having land ready to progress is integral in 
Horizon Power receiving funding approval for the project.  Horizon’s preliminary desktop analysis 
has shown that the following land may be suitable, and it now seeks the Shire’s advice and 
comments on them: 

Legal 

Description, 

Tenure, and 

Shire Zoning Indicative Land Area 

Horizon Power Questions to the 

Shire of Derby/West Kimberley 

Site #1 –  

Reserve 1326 
Lot 502 on DP 

415231 
LR3174/277  

Management 
Order to Shire of 

Derby/West 
Kimberley  

Shire of Derby-
West Kimberley 
TPS No. 5 Parks 
and Recreation  

Draft Shire of 
Derby-West 

Kimberley LPS 
No. 9 Reserve 

for 
Environmental 
Conservation 

 

1. Would the Shire support land excision so a 
new management order can be issue to 
Horizon Power for electricity purposes? 
Approx. 129HA subject to survey. 

2. Are the existing laneway/tracks within Lot 
502 a requirement or can be used as part of 
the land area for development? 

3. Is the Shire willing to support the 
development of renewable energy facility 
e.g. solar farm, battery energy storage 
system etc on the land 

4. Are there any other interests/matters that 
Horizon Power should be aware of in 
pursuing this site? 

5. Are there any requirements/restrictions to 
the intended land use e.g. flood? 

Site #2 –  

Reserve 1326 
Lot 3000 on 
DP49875 in 
LR3138/641 

 Management 
Order to Shire of 

Derby/West 
Kimberley  

Shire of Derby-
West Kimberley 
TPS No. 5 Zone 
Rural – Public 

utility permitted 

Draft Shire of 
Derby-West 

Kimberley LPS 
No. 9 Zone Rural 

- Renewable 
Energy Facility is 

not permitted 
unless the local 
government has 

exercised its 
discretion by 

 

1. Would the Shire support land excision so a 
new management order can be issue to 
Horizon Power for electricity purposes? 
Approx. 107HA subject to survey. 

2. Are the existing laneway/tracks within Lot 
3000 a requirement or can be used as part 
of the land area for development. 

3. Is the Shire willing to support the 
development of renewable energy facility 
e.g. solar farm, battery energy storage 
system etc on the land? 

4. Are there any other interests/matters that 
Horizon Power should be aware of in 
pursuing this site? 

5. Are there any requirements/restrictions to 
the intended land use e.g. flood? 
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granting 
development 

approval 

 

Officer comments on the above proposals are outlined below: 

Site Officer Comment 

#1 The proposed development cannot be supported and approved by Council under the 
land’s proposed ‘Environmental Conservation’ reserve classification in the Shire’s 
proposed new Local Planning Scheme No.9 as it is not consistent with the following 
objectives of this new reserve classification: 

• To identify areas with biodiversity and conservation value, and to protect those 
areas from development and subdivision; and 

• To identify and protect areas of biodiversity conservation significance within 
National Parks and State and other conservation reserves. 

Given that preparation of Local Planning Scheme No.9 is well advanced, a formal 
amendment to Local Planning Scheme No.9 will be required following its final 
approval and gazettal in the first half of 2024 to accommodate the proposed 
development, a process that is likely to take anywhere from 12 to 15 months to 
complete before Horizon Power can make application to the Shire for approval to 
commence the proposed works.  

#2 The proposed development can be supported and approved by Council under the 
land’s current and proposed ‘Rural’ zoning classification in the Shire’s current Town 
Planning Scheme No.5 and proposed new Local Planning Scheme No.9 subject to 
Horizon Power addressing all the relevant town planning requirements. As the 
proposed development is classed as a public work that will be undertaken by a State 
Government agency, the Shire’s formal development approval is not required. 
Notwithstanding this fact, Horizon Power has an obligation under section 6 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2005 to demonstrate the proposed development is 
consistent with the standards and requirements of the Shire’s local planning 
framework and cannot proceed with any works until the Shire has confirmed in 
writing that it is acceptable.  

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act S 2.7 (Role of council) outlines that the Council governs the local 
government’s affairs, and is responsible for the performance of the local government’s functions.  
It is also charged with overseeing the allocation of the local government’s finances and resources; 
and determining the local government’s policies. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil applicable. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

It is not anticipated that there will be any financial impost on the Shire in regard to this proposal if 
either of the sites is selected and an excision/new management order is issued to Horizon Power, 
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although there will no doubt be officer time consumed as part of the state government’s land 
governance processes. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

3. Economy  3.1 Industry and business 
development and growth 

3.1.1 Encourage and support 
appropriate and sustainable investment 

4. Environment  4.3 Sustainability 4.3.1 Commit to sustainable 
environmental practices 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Community: 

Risk of community not 
supporting the use of 
these lands for a 
solar/wind farm. 

Possible Moderate Medium Keep community 
informed of the purpose 
of the land usage. 

CONSULTATION 

Community consultation would be warranted in light of the significance of the proposal however is 
not a mandatory requirement under the Shire’s proposed new Local Planning Scheme No.9 which 
is likely to be in full legal effect when the development is ready to proceed.  It is anticipated that 
Horizon Power will already have a Community Consultation Plan in place, but it would be 
appropriate for Council to reinforce the need for local consultation to occur. 

Horizon Power to consult with Department of Planning Lands an Heritage regarding the proposed 
use in relation to the existing Management Order, to ensure it aligns with the uses permitted by 
the Land Administration Act. 

COMMENT 

The potential benefits of the Renewable Energy Facility will include the overall environmental 

benefit of a reduction in use of fossil fuels (saved from the current power generation facility), and 

a hopeful improved reliability of power supply in Derby in the event of road flooding restricting 

the supply of fossil fuels to Derby’s Horizon Power generation facility. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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RESOLUTION  150/23 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Paul Bickerton 

That Council: 

1. Support in-principle the development of a Horizon Power Renewable Energy Facility on 
Site Option 2 being portion of Crown Reserve 1326 being Lot 3000 on DP49875 in 
LR3138/641 Derby Highway, Derby subject to all applicable planning, building and health 
requirements being suitably addressed and ongoing community support being 
demonstrated; 

2. Require Horizon Power to prepare and submit a suitable Renewable Energy Facility 
Community Consultation Plan to the Shire’s Chief Executive Officer for consideration and 
endorsement and implementation thereafter to the local government’s satisfaction; and 

3. Supports the principle of a land excision occurring with respect to the relevant portion of 
Crown Reserve 1326 (i.e. Site Option 2) so a new Crown reserve with a management order 
in favour of Horizon Power for electricity supply purposes can be issued, and authorise the 
Chief Executive Officer to investigate and progress to completion this process with Horizon 
Power and the Lands Division of the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.2 2022/2023 ANNUAL REPORT - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS 

File Number: 5151 

Author: Tamara Clarkson, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

Council to consider and adopt the draft 2022-23 Annual Report and set the date for the Annual 
Electors Meeting.  

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author and Responsible Officer. 

BACKGROUND 

The statutory Annual Report is prepared to advise community on the activities of the local 
government and includes the audited Annual Financial Report.  

The audited Annual Financial Report was presented to the Audit and Risk Committee of 13 
December 2023 and is presented to Council for endorsement at this meeting, 15 December 2023.   

The local government is required to prepare, adopt and advertise the annual report prior to the 
Annual Meeting of Electors. 

The draft Annual Report is attached.   

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act S. 5.53 and 5.54 (Annual reports) requires that local governments must 
prepare an annual report for each financial year and adopt it* no later than 31 December after 
that financial year.  The Act sets out the required contents of the report (for example, a report 
from the president; an overview of the plan for the future of the district; the financial report for 
the financial year; and the auditor’s report; amongst others). 

* Absolute majority required. 

Local Government Act S. 5.55 (Notice of annual reports) requires that local public notice of the 
availability of the annual report be provided as soon as practicable after the report has been 
accepted by Council, and Local Government Act S.5.55A (Publication of annual reports) requires 
the annual report to be posted onto shire’s official website within 14 days after the report has 
been accepted by Council. 

Local Government Act S. 5.27 (Electors’ general meetings) requires such a meeting to be held at 
least once every financial year, but not more than 56 days after the Council accepts the annual 
report.  

Local Government Act S. 5.29 (Convening electors’ meetings) outlines that at least 14 days’ notice 
of the date, time, place and purpose of the meeting must be given. 

Local Government Act S. 5.33 (Decisions made at electors’ meetings) require that all decisions 
made at an electors’ meeting are to be considered at the next practicable ordinary council 
meeting.  If at a meeting of the council a local government makes a decision in response to a 
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decision made at an electors’ meeting, the reasons for the decision are to be recorded in the 
minutes of the council meeting. 

The Local Government (Administration) Regulations #16. (Matters to be discussed at general 
meeting) outline that the matters to be discussed at a general electors’ meeting are, firstly, the 
contents of the annual report for the previous financial year and then any other general business. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications that relate to this report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

STRATEGIC AREA OUR PRIORITIES 

 

WE WILL 

 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.2 Provide strong governance 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Legal & Compliance: 

Failure to prepare and 
adopt the Annual 
Financial Report would 
result in non- 
compliance with its 
statutory 
responsibilities under 
the Local Government 
Act 1995 

Rare Moderate Low Schedule the Annual 
Meeting of Electors to 
meet the requirements 
of the Local Government 
Act. 

CONSULTATION 

The draft Annual Report will be advertised in consultation with the advertising requirement for the 
Annual Meeting of Electors. Copies will be available on Shire website, Noticeboards and at the 
Library. Statutory advertising is required to be carried out requiring the Chief Executive Officer to 
convene an electors’ meeting by giving at least 14 days’ local public notice.   

COMMENT 

Where it can be managed to occur, it is considered best practice to hold the Annual Meeting of 
Electors in the same calendar year that the financial year ended.  

Following adoption of the annual report, Council is required to present the report, together with 
audited annual financials to the Annual Electors Meeting.  
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The annual electors meeting is to be held no later than 56 days after Council accepts the Annual 
Report for the previous financial year.  

Therefore, it is the Officer’s recommendation to adopt the draft annual report and advertise the 
Annual Electors Meeting will be held on Thursday 8 February 2024 at 4.30pm in the Council 
Chambers, Derby.   

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Absolute majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Draft 2022/23 Annual Report Content     

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  151/23 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Davis 

A motion was moved that Council suspend standing orders. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 

 

RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  152/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Twaddle 

A motion was moved that Council resume standing orders. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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RESOLUTION  153/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Davis 
Seconded: Cr Kerrissa O'Meara 

That Council by ABSOLUTE MAJORITY: 

1. Approves the content of the attached draft of the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley 
2022/23 Annual Report;  

2. Authorises the Shire President and the Chief Executive Officer to make minor 
administrative amendments as required; and  

3. Approves the Annual General Meeting of Electors to commence at 4.30pm on 8 February 
2024 in Council Chambers, Derby.  

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.3 FITZROY CROSSING AIRPORT - GRANT APPLICATION ENDORSEMENT 

File Number: 9030 

Author: Neil Hartley, Director - Strategic Business 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Executive 

  
SUMMARY 

In December 2021, Council endorse the principle and thrust of the Fitzroy Crossing Airport Funding 
Plan and authorised the President and the Chief Executive Officer to facilitate discussions with the 
State Government for a contribution towards the long term asset management funding of the 
Fitzroy Crossing Airport.  This culminated in a successful state/federal government funding 
program ($3m) being provided to the Shire to upgrade the airstrip, conditional on a peer reviewed 
engineering assessment being undertaken.  Engineering design highlighted that only the worst 
areas of the airstrip could be refurbished with $3m and so grant funding has since been increased 
to $9.45m. 
 
This report proposes that Council formally endorse a grant application (to be facilitated through 
the WA Department of Transport) for $9.45m of Federal Government Better Regions/State 
Government Regional Airports Development Scheme funding.  Council endorsement of the 
application is a condition of the grant application. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author and Responsible Officer. 

BACKGROUND 

The 9 December 2021 Council Meeting resolved amongst other things, to endorse the principle 
and thrust of the Fitzroy Crossing Airport Funding Plan and authorised the President and the Chief 
Executive Officer to facilitate discussions with the State Government for a contribution towards 
the long term asset management funding of the Fitzroy Crossing Airport. 
 
The 24 February 2022 Council Meeting subsequently resolved….That Council, conditional on the 
Chief Executive Officer being suitably satisfied with costing estimates prior to the grant application 
being lodged, endorses grant applications (Regional Airports Development Scheme; and Remote 
Airstrip Upgrade Program) being facilitated through the Department of Transport for urgent 
capital works refurbishments on the Fitzroy Crossing Airstrip. 
 
The WA Department of Transport’s original thoughts were that a “short term” solution for the 
Fitzroy Crossing Airport’s airstrip should be pursued, which would require less funds but have a 
shorter asset life.  After full engineering design was undertaken and more consideration was given 
by the Department of Transport (and ex-Tropical Cyclone Ellie occurred) it is now proposed that a 
more permanent, more flood resistant, and longer term solution should be sought. 
 
Originally, it was considered that a short term solution was all that could be achieved and 
Engineering design worked to the available funds of $3m. Following full design, it highlighted that 
only the worst areas of the airstrip (approximately one-third of its length) could be refurbished 
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with $3m and so a follow-up grant application was lodged to enable the entire airstrip to be 
refurbished.  The Shire was successful with its application to the extent that it has been short-
listed for Better Regions funding of $8.505m.  A full and enhanced grant application must now be 
submitted (by mid-January) to secure that grant money. 
 
The Shire of Derby/West Kimberley’s Local Emergency Management Arrangements (2022) at 
Section 4.1.2 (Fitzroy Crossing) highlight that the town of Fitzroy Crossing is located 400kms east 
of Shire of Derby/West Kimberley and 300kms west of Halls Creek, and is approximately 2,524kms 
from Perth.  Fitzroy Crossing is 114 metres above sea level and is situated on a low rise surrounded 
by the vast floodplains of the Fitzroy River and its tributary Margaret River. This gives rise to 
susceptibility to flooding as experienced in February 2022. Section 4.5.2 (Air) of the same 
Arrangements state that Fitzroy Crossing Airport is located 3.7 km northwest of Fitzroy crossing. 
The Shire owned Airport has basic amenities including an undercover waiting area, water fountain 
and toilet facility for passengers. The airport has a number of private hangars and helipads for light  
aircraft and small regional air services. Runway length is 1300m and has a PCN of 10.   
 
During the response and early recovery phases of ex-tropical cyclone Ellie, the Fitzroy Crossing 
Airport was a critical (and for a time the only available) transport option.  There was considerable 
air traffic usage of Fitzroy Crossing airstrip as represented by the following tables: 
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A couple of months ago, a report was submitted to the Flood Group and the Department of 
Transport (see attached).  This report has encourage the State Government to lift its contribution 
from $945,000 to $1.5m, which would in turn allow the Shire to lift is Better Regions application 
from $8.505m to a maximum of $13.5m (for a total budget of $15m) in an effort to flood-proof the 
airstrip.  The Better Regions applications must be accompanied by a 10% contribution by the 
applicant, which in the Shire’s case is being funded by the WA Department of Transport. 
 
It is possible that funding could be as much as $18.5m (with an additional State Government 
contribution of $3.5m) once flood modelling and engineering assessments have been completed.  
In addition, the Department of Transport in recognising the Shire’s financial limitations, is also 
considering an annual $62,500 asset management contribution (for four years, totalling $250,000) 
from its Regional Airports Development Scheme to enable the Shire to undertake sealed surface 
maintenance, primarily in the form an airstrip surface rolling program. 
 
The Better Regions grant application is being prepared with the assistance of the Department of 
Transport on the Shire’s behalf, but will be lodged by the Shire.  The grant application closes mid-
January 2024 and the works must be undertaken between May 2024 and December 2025. 

Main Roads WA has agreed to undertake (via its normal contractors as part of its Kimberley road 
program) the civil works and the Shire’s contribution is to arrange for project management of the 
works (selected via tender) with the cost of that project management being funded from the 
grants. 

One of the main reasons for the need for this funding is to solve airstrip surface undulations, 
which are caused by sub-base design inadequacies.  These engineering issues have been 
addressed and resolved in the $9.45m design, but the Department of Transport in making its 
contribution, seeks confirmation from Council that the airstrip itself is in its best practical location 
and that it should not be rebuilt at an entirely different location.  It also would like, at least to the 
best of the Shire’s financial capacities, confirmation that the Shire will continue to manage the 
ongoing Fitzroy Crossing Airport’s operations and asset management responsibilities. 

The Project Manager has provided the following comments in regard to the likely ongoing 
maintenance requirements for the upgraded Fitzroy Crossing airstrip: 
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Below is a list of the typical maintenance items and indicative costs for the Fitzroy 
Aerodrome assuming that it is upgraded to a high standard (e.g. $9M option); namely, 
periodic reseals and re-application of line marking (suggest on a 15 – 20year basis); 
ongoing mowing and unsealed area maintenance; and ad-hoc repairs and maintenance 
of other infrastructure – lighting, drainage, fencing etc.  Providing the reconstructed 
pavement is constructed to a high standard, there is little except for reseals to be done.  

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act S 2.7 (Role of council) outlines that the Council governs the local 
government’s affairs, and is responsible for the performance of the local government’s functions.  
It is also charged with overseeing the allocation of the local government’s finances and resources; 
and determine the local government’s policies. 

The airport management is governed by standards set by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA).  This requires the Shire to appoint an Aircraft Reporting Officer, who is legally responsible 
for the safety of airport operations.  The ARO is required to close the airstrip if it is deemed unsafe 
to utilise. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are numerous accounting policies that reflect on long term sustainability, including Policy 
AF3 – Asset Management which states that “Council is responsible for adopting the policy and 
ensuring that sufficient resources are applied to manage the assets.” 

The policy condition is not being met for the FX Airport (or in fact for most of the Shire’s assets) 
but following these works (even if only the $9.5m project is undertaken) the Fitzroy Crossing 
Airstrip will be brought completely up to date from an asset management perspective. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The FX Airport raises revenue through aircraft landing fees and lease fees (approximately 
$100,000pa) however the average net deficit of the FX Airport for the last several years has been 
in the order of $460,000pa).  As the grant will cover the cost of works, with the Shire only needing 
to meet tender advertising and sundry other costs not able to be claimed as grant costs (like grant 
audit expenses), the Shire’s financial exposure is relatively minimal (perhaps $20-25,000). 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.1 Provide strong civic leadership 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Financial: 

FX Airport assets not 
refurbished at the 
optimum time for 

Almost 
Certain 

Major Extreme Work with the 
Department of Transport 
to ensure the highest 
chance of success for this 
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works to occur will 
result in higher that 
necessary costs over 
the long term. 

grant application. 

Community: 

That if the airstrip is 
declared unsafe, local 
winged aircraft will not 
be able to access 
Fitzroy Crossing to 
service its heath 
requirements.  

Likely Major High Locate a capacity to 
suitably maintain the air-
strip to a standard that 
can enable aircraft to 
safely utilise. 

People Health & 
Safety: 

Deaths occurring due 
to an inability to access 
an emergency medical 
transfer service. 

Unlikely Severe High Locate a capacity to 
suitably maintain the air-
strip to a standard that 
can enable aircraft to 
safely utilise. 

CONSULTATION 

No community consultation is required.  Consultation has been occurring with the WA State 
Government’s Department of Transport. 

COMMENT 

As the grant application requires a Council endorsement of the application as a pre-condition, a 
Council resolution is required.  The grant application closes in mid-January 2024. 

In regards to the question on airport locational preferences, it is considered that the service being 
close to the townsite is preferable, providing for faster and safer hospital transfers, Shire staff 
travel efficiencies; and general user convenience.  It could be that a superior soil base might be 
located elsewhere, which might even see construction costs lessen, but that the preference of the 
users of the service is that if the engineers can design out the sub-soil deficiencies, then the 
current location is overall, superior. 

As the original grant application was submitted prior to ex-Tropical Cyclone Ellie, consideration is 
now being given to future flood impacts.  A flood modelling study to understand future flooding 
risk is required before potential redesigns can occur and updated grant applications can be lodged, 
but the WA State Government is keen to fund and explore this study.  With a mid-January Better 
Regions grant close, it is not possible to secure this flood modelling data before then, so the Shire 
will continue with the $8.505m grant application and if flood modelling does result in a suggestion 
for a higher elevated airstrip, the Shire will then explore a fresh or revised application at that point 
in time.   

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Flood Group Report    



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  15 December 2023 

 

Item 13.3 Page 233 

RESOLUTION  154/23 

Moved: Cr Brett Angwin 
Seconded: Cr Brian Ellison 

That Council: 

1. Thanks the WA State Government and its Department of Transport for assisting the Fitzroy 
Crossing community and its Airport with $1.5m in grant contribution funds, and urges it to 
favourably consider additional funds to undertake flood-modelling and flood-proofing 
contributions in its 2022/23 budget, and further funds from its 2024/25 budget if flood 
modelling and engineering design considerations warrant those additional funds being 
applied to the project; 

2. Endorses the $8.505m Federal Government Better Regions grant application being 
facilitated through the WA Department of Transport (for the overall $9.45m of urgent 
capital works refurbishments required on the Fitzroy Crossing Airstrip);  

3. Confirms that it: 

(a) Believes that notwithstanding the recent flooding impact on the Fitzroy Crossing 
airstrip, that this facility at its current location is overall, in the most appropriate 
place to service the immediate and wider Fitzroy Crossing area’s air transport needs; 
and 

(b) Is supportive to the limits of its financial capacities, to maintain its responsibility for 
the ongoing management of the Fitzroy Crossing Airport’s operations and its asset 
management; 

4. Notes that notwithstanding the above Federal Government Better Regions grant 
application, it supports further discussions occurring with both the State and Federal 
Governments to secure additional funds to: 

(a) undertake flood modelling to understand future flooding risk of the Fitzroy Crossing 
airstrip, and if required 

(b) elevate the airstrip to secure a more flood-proof outcome for the airstrip itself, and 
the Fitzroy Crossing and its wider community. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.4 AWARD OF TENDER T01-2023/24 FITZROY CROSSING TOWN OVAL LIGHTING UPGRADE 

File Number: 0460 

Author: Elizabeth Mason, Executive Services Project Manager 

Responsible Officer: Mark Davis, Executive Services Project Director  

Authority/Discretion: Review 

  
SUMMARY 

This item is for Council to consider the awarding of Tender T01-2023/24 Fitzroy Crossing Town 
Oval Lighting Upgrade.  The current state of lighting at the oval is inadequate and not to Australian 
standards. The funding for this project has been granted by the State Government in the 2021 
election. It is proposed that the tender be awarded to TEC Services Group following the conclusion 
of a public tender process. 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by any officer. 

BACKGROUND 

The Fitzroy Crossing Recreation Precinct is located at lot 199 Fallon Road, Fitzroy Crossing. The 
precinct is primarily utilised for AFL football, youth programs and after-school activities, and 
general recreation (walking and running). The community hall is a designated evacuation site in the 
case of fire, flood or other disaster.  User feedback and Shire audits in recent years identified the 
requirement to upgrade flood light on the football oval and the permitter fencing around the 
precinct.   

The inability to provide adequate lighting to the facility has significantly impacted the use of the 
facility.  On a number of occasions in previous seasons, the Central Kimberley Football League 
(CKFL) has cancelled or rescheduled games due to the lack of lighting.  Without the ability to play 
night games, the leagues is unable to play a full round over a weekend.  The lack of lighting also 
limits the programming options available to evening youth programs at the facility as there is 
insufficient lighting to properly supervise program participants and to ensure child safety.  As a 
result, the youth program is limited to the hard courts, and focuses on basketball and other hard 
court activities. 

An internal audit on the lights at the Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval in late 2021 found that only 
approximately 57% of the lights at the ground are working. The audit also identified further issues 
with the current lighting system, including non-compliance with Australian and New Zealand 
standards, equipment that is perishing, corroded parts and leaks during inclement weather.  

Since 2022 one of the four lighting towers has been tripping on a regular basis, with electricians 
unable to identify the cause of this issue. At the time, the Shire was advised the lighting system is 
now obsolete and replacement parts are difficult to obtain. 

In 2021, the Shire was given an election commitment of $4,000,000 towards the upgrade of the 
Fitzroy Crossing town oval lights and evacuation centre. The progression of this project has been 
delayed for almost 12 months due to flooding of ex TC Ellie and the Shires redirection of resources 
of commitment and dedication to recovery. The community were unable to enjoy a season of CKFL 
due to the mid year rain which hampered the infrastructure rebuild, and providing lighting will 
assist in the delivery of the 2024 season. 
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Prior to releasing the works for tender, engaged the services of SAGE Engineering and Consulting 
to conduct an external review of the facilities and provide the Shire with specifications and a scope 
of works.  The current footings and poles were assessed as in good condition and will convey the 
lighting equipment into the next life time of the infrastructure.  

The upgrade includes: 

• 200 lux lighting capacity. 

• Detailed contour and feature survey of the site. 

• Current technology operating system (Halytech) which can be operated through manual 
operation or SMS (smart) commands to and from the system/operator. 

• Disconnection and removal of redundant floodlighting submain cables. 

• Disconnection and removal of existing flood lighting control cubicles, the existing 68 
floodlights and disconnection and removal of existing security floodlights 

• Alignment with the AFL Facility Guidelines (2019) and will meet the AS2560.2 AFL 
Football (semi-professional competition) lighting level.  

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

• Local Government Act 1995–3.57 Tenders for the provision goods or services; and 

• Local Government (Functions and General) Regulations 1996 part 4: tenders for the 
provision of goods or services. 

• Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2010. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

• AF33–Regional Price Preference Policy – one tenderer qualified for application of this 
policy. 

• AF2-Sustainable Procurement - the Shire will embrace sustainable procurement by 
applying the value for money assessment to ensure that wherever possible, our suppliers 
demonstrate outcomes which contribute to improved environmental, social and local 
economic outcomes. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The budget for this project is wholly funded by the WA State Government and is administered by 
the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) through the Financial 
Assistance Agreement Election Commitment FAA1 21/218. 

To date, the first increment of $250,000 has been received by the Shire from DLGSC.  The 
remaining increments will be distributed when delivery milestones have been reached (ie - the 
award of lighting contract, 50% completion of project and on completion). 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

2. Community 1.1 Collaboration and 
partnership  

2.2.1 Build, maintain and maximise the 
use of community facilities 
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RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

People Health & 
Safety: 

Community users are 
injured using the 
facility due to 
inadequate lighting. 

Possible Minor Low Minimise usage at night 
and preference day time 
facility hire – resulting in 
disruption to sporting 
games and seasons. 

Reputation: 

A negative perception 
and risk to the Shire 
due to inability to 
utilise the facility 
during night hours. 
 

Likely Moderate High The Shire facilitates the 
transition of the lighting 
upgrade using allocated 
funding 

Community: 

Youth of the Valley 
unable to attend night 
time youth hub 
sessions. 

Likely Minor Low Appropriate oval lighting 
enables the Shire youth 
services to double the 
activities with use of the 
oval at night time. 

CONSULTATION 

The Shire sought the services of a suitability qualified electrical services company to undertake the 
task of installing the upgraded lighting systems at the Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval. 

The tender was advertised using the list of pre-qualified Western Australian Local Government 
Association (WALGA) panel tenderers available to the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley. It was 
advertised on the panel for the 14-day period required by the legislation and closed on Thursday 
30 November 2023 at 2:00pm (WST).  

The documents were circulated on the panel tender in the WALGA portal and also advertised in 
the Broome Advertiser newspaper the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley website and published on 
the Shire Community Notice Board. Several local businesses were advised of the tender and two 
submissions were received.  

COMMENT 

For the purposes of ensuring that the lighting upgrade is commenced by a suitably experienced 
provider and in an acceptable timeframe to ensure the best outcome for the Shire but not to the 
detriment of their normal duties, it is recommended that the tender for each area be awarded to 
the contractor that provides the best value for money, using the approved tender scoring criteria.  
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The criteria and weighting for this tender were as follows: 

 

Criteria Weighting 

Relevant Experience 30% 

Key Personnel Skills and Experience 15% 

Tender Resources 10% 

Demonstrated Understanding 15% 

Local Supplier Details 10% 

Quality Management System 20% 

 

Two tenders were received by the closing date of 30 November 2023.  Of these, one tender was 
deemed compliant (TEC Services Group) and the other non-compliant (Kolbang). 

The assessments are attached in Confidential Attachment 1. It is recommended that the tender 
be awarded to TEC Services Group to undertake the upgrade to the Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval 
lights by supply and installation of new lighting equipment at the Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. T01-2023/24 Confidential scoring documents. FItzroy Crossing  Town Oval Lighting 
Upgrade - Confidential    

RESOLUTION  155/23 

Moved: Cr Brett Angwin 
Seconded: Cr Brian Ellison 

That Council 

1. Award tender T01-2023/24 Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval Lighting Tender to TEC Services 
Group; 

2. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign a contract with TEC Services Group for the 
T01-2023/24 Fitzroy Crossing Town Oval Lighting Tender; and 

3. Note, funding for this project will be covered under the Financial Assistance Agreement 
Election Commitment FAA1 21/218. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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14 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

14.1 YURABI AND RUSS ROAD ACCEPTANCE OF UPGRADES PERFORMED BY MAIN ROADS 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

File Number: 8155 

Author: Wayne Neate, Director Technical and Development Services 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Administrative 

  
SUMMARY 

This item is for Council to consider the acceptance of the upgraded portions of Yurabi Road and 
Russ Road as upgraded by Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA). 

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author or Responsible Officer 

BACKGROUND 

In January 2023 Fitzroy Crossing experienced the worst flooding in living memory which destroyed 
the bridge across the Fitzroy River. As a result of this catastrophic event, plans were put in place to 
allow traffic to move through Fitzroy Crossing post the wet season via a detour. 

This meant that MRWA had to construct a low level crossing next to the old low-level crossing as 
the structural integrity of the old low-level crossing is still in question. The detour from Great 
Northern Highway (GNH) if coming from Derby was onto Forrest Road, Russ Road across the new 
low-level crossing and down Yurabi road until you were once again back on GNH. MRWA initially 
re-sheeted sections of the non-sealed thoroughfare by the detour however due to the fines 
content in the re-sheeting material, rains in June 2023 turned these re-sheeted portions of the 
road into very slippery surfaces. 

A decision was then made by MRWA to seal the entire detour route and undertake repairs along 
that route to ensure it remained open to traffic should the bridge not be completed or rain came 
to Fitzroy Crossing prior to the 2023/24 wet-season. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Nil  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The main implication is in regard to the future maintenance burden that is placed on the Shire of 
Derby/West Kimberley. Currently a gravel road costs between $300-$500/km dependant on what 
grade is being performed, so Russ and Yurabi roads had three grades per year at a total cost of 
about $1,200/km for 5 km (so $6,000 p.a.) with gravel re-sheeting occurring every 15-20 years at a 
cost of about $60,000/km ($360,000 for 5 km) in the current market. 
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Sealed roads will and generally do cost more over time as there will be patching, edge grading and 
maintenance, marker replacement etc., which is a material and labour cost each year which 
officers estimate the same if not more than $6,000 p.a. for the 5 kms. Resurfacing of the roads 
which should occur at around the 10-15 year mark will at current costs of approx. $10/square 
metre, equate to $400,000 in the current market. 

Whilst the gravel road probably did not cost the same as outlined above in an optimal asset 
renewal model, sections of each of the roads being Yurabi and Russ had only been re-sheeted or 
worked on when absolutely required. This obviously minimises the financial impact of each of 
those roads. However, with a sealed road if resealing is not completed in a timely manner the road 
surface will reach a point where the only option is reconstruction and this usually costs 
considerably more than resealing.  

Council needs to be aware of the future asset management implications of a sealed road versus 
and unsealed road. 

Council must also note that the funding allocated to Council as part of the Federal Assistance 
Grant will not increase proportionally due to our local government being capped in the grant 
amount we received. In other words, our financial asset burden has increased without the same 
commensurate change in the grant being received.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

4. Environment  4.2 Liveable Communities 4.2.3 Encourage and facilitate the 
maintenance and development of 
infrastructure that connects our 
communities 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Reputation: 

If Council does not 
accept this standard as 
provided then there 
could be disgruntled 
people within the 
community. 

Almost 
Certain 

Moderate High Accept the roads as 
currently provided and 
revisit funding 
opportunities moving 
forward to provide 
improved asset 
management. 

Financial: 

Future asset burden 
compared to historic 
roads provided. 

Possible Major High Accept the roads as 
currently provided and 
revisit funding 
opportunities moving 
forward to provide 
improved asset 
management 
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CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred between officers and MRWA staff in regards to the detour throughout 
2023. 

COMMENT 

The detour became a necessary component of the rebuilding of Fitzroy Crossing and also allowed 
the wider Kimberley to operate as “normal” in regards to road and freight transport compared 
with the supply routes taken earlier in the year for anything needing to be transported to the East 
Kimberley. 

It is recognised that the roads needed to be sealed as the material initially used by MRWA did 
have a high clay content and would have been a hazard when wet, limiting access and becoming a 
danger to the users of those roads. When this work occurred several sections of Russ Road were 
repaired due to its state at the time and the wear on the road that was caused by the additional 
traffic, and in particular the vehicles using the road. 

Attached is the email between Wayne Neate – Director of Technical and Development Services 
and Gerry Zoetelief – Regional Manager of the MRWA Kimberley region noting the agreement that 
has been reached between MRWA and the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley in regards to the work 
that needs to be performed to bring the roads to an acceptable level and a period that MRWA are 
responsible for the repairs. The report outlining the upgrade works minus officer amendments is 
also attached for Councillors’ information. 

Another matter to note is that previously when the roads were unsealed there was no speed limit 
set on those roads. Currently a driver driving on a gravel road is to drive to the conditions up to a 
maximum of 110km/h as the conditions can change relatively quickly say in a weather event. 
However, with a sealed road the conditions do not change often and therefore generally speed 
limits need to be set, which is undertaken by MRWA. 

It is recommended by officers to accept the roads, noting the works that are needed to be 
performed to both roads and to approach MRWA to set speed limits and to install the appropriate 
signange for these roads. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Email Confirmation from MRWA   
2. Detailed MRWA report on detour    
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RESOLUTION  156/23 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Geoff Haerewa 

That Council; 

1. Accept the newly upgraded and sealed sections of Yurabi and Russ Roads from Main Roads 
Western Australia, noting it is responsible for maintenance for the next 12 months, 
expiring on the 11th December 2024, and noting also, the works required to bring them to 
standard; and to 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate outcomes in regards to the condition of 
Yurabi and Russ roads closer to the handover date in 2024; and to 

3. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to request that Main Roads Western Australia set 
appropriate speed limits for each of the sections of Yurabi and Russ Roads, and to install 
the appropriate signage. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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15 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

• Nil  

16 COMMUNITY AND RECREATION SERVICES 

• Nil  

17 MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN  

• Nil 

18 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 

• Nil    
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19 MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE CLOSED (CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS)  

RESOLUTION  157/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Paul Bickerton 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public at 
6:02pm in accordance with Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 

19.1 Rates Write-Off - 5 Delewarr Street, Derby 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 5.23(2) - b and d of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with the personal affairs of any 
person and legal advice obtained, or which may be obtained, by the local government and which 
relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting.  

RESOLUTION  158/23 

Moved: Cr Paul Bickerton 
Seconded: Cr Wayne Foley 

That Council by Absolute Majority writes off the outstanding rates and charges on the property 
totalling $126,984.94. 

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 

 

The gallery left the meeting at 6:02pm and did not return. 

Wayne Neate and Bob Hoogland left the meeting at 6:02pm and did not return. 
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RESOLUTION  159/23 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Brett Angwin 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council at 6:05pm.  

In Favour: Mr Peter McCumstie and Crs Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff 
Davis, Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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20 CLOSURE 

20.1 Date of Next Meeting 

The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held Thursday, 29 February 2024 in the Council 
Chambers, Clarendon Street, Derby. 

20.2 Closure of Meeting 

The Presiding Member closed the meeting at 6:05pm. 

 

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 

 

 

……………………………………………….. 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………. 

 

Presiding Person at the meeting at which these minutes were confirmed. 

 

 

Date: ……………………………………….. 

 

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
29 February 2024

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
29 February 2024

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
Mr Peter McCumstie 


