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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF DERBY / WEST KIMBERLEY 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CLARENDON STREET, DERBY 
ON THURSDAY, 22 FEBRUARY 2024 AT 4:30 PM 

 

PRESENT:  

(In Person) Mr Peter McCumstie (President), Cr Andrew Twaddle, Cr Brett Angwin, Cr Paul 
Bickerton, Cr Brian Ellison, Cr Wayne Foley and Cr Kerrissa O'Meara. 

  

  

PRESENT:   

(MS Teams) Cr Geoff Haerewa (Deputy President) and Cr Geoff Davis. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  

(In Person) Amanda Dexter (Chief Executive Officer), Tamara Clarkson (Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer), Wayne Neate (Director, Technical and Development 
Services), Neil Hartley (Director, Strategic Business), Mark Davis (Executive 
Services Project Director), Sarah Smith (Executive Services Coordinator) and 
Noelene Bain (Executive Services Project Officer), Mark Chadwick (Manager of 
Built Environments – entered at 4:43pm).  

 

IN ATTENDANCE:   

(MS Teams)  Jess Karlsson (Executive Director of Operations and Strategic Development) 

 

VISITORS: Ryan Carvell, Neil Fox and Shannon Lockyer – Department of Planning Lands 
and Heritage – entered the meeting at 4:43pm.  

GALLERY: Tony Gavranich, Thomas King, Eli Watkin, Petra Tomanova. 

APOLOGIES: Nil 

APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Nil 

ABSENT: Nil 

 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING, ANNOUNCEMENTS OF VISITORS 

The meeting was opened at 4:32pm by Mr Peter McCumstie – President.   
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2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

In the spirit of reconciliation, the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of country throughout the Shire and their connection to land, sea and community. 

The Shire of Derby/West Kimberley would also like to pay respect to the past, present and future 
traditional custodians and Elders of this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and 
educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

3 ATTENDANCE VIA TELEPHONE/INSTANTANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

A Councillor may attend council or committee meetings by electronic means if the member is 
authorised to do so by the President or the Council.  Electronic means attendance can only be 
authorised for up to half of the Shire’s in-person meetings they have attended in total, in any 
rolling 12 months prior period.  Authorisation can only be provided if the location and the 
equipment to be used by the Councillor are suitable to enable effective, and where necessary 
confidential, engagement in the meeting’s deliberations and communications. 

• Cr Geoff Haerewa; and 

• Cr Geoff Davis.  

4 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

Council Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be discussed at the 
meeting (Part 5 Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995). Employees must disclose the nature 
of their interest in reports or advice when giving the report or advice to the meeting (Sections 5.70 
and 5.71 of the Local Government Act 1995). 

4.1 Declaration of Financial Interests 

• Nil. 

4.2 Declaration of Proximity Interests 

• Nil. 

4.3 Declaration of Impartiality Interests 

• Nil. 
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5 PUBLIC TIME 

5.1 Public Question Time 

• Nil.  

5.2 Public Statements 

Thomas King – Garl Garl Walbu – Manager of Sobering Up Shelter  

Thomas King made a statement to the Council regarding issues around alcohol in particular the 
availability and excessiveness, in which they see the first-hand the impacts it is having locally on 
our community.  

Garl Garl Walbu has strong views and a position on the impacts its having on our community 
including family dysfunction and criminal offense – Garl Garl Walbu would like to ensure the Shire 
is aware of these views so that they are engaged in discussions regarding Alcohol and Other Drug 
Harm Minimisation in Derby/West Kimberley.  

Thomas King presented Council with the Sober Up Shelter Statistics for the period July-December 
2023 (Tabled Document 2). 

 

Peter McCumstie – President  

Peter McCumstie thanked Thomas for providing statistics and making statement on behalf of Garl 
Garl Walbu. At this meeting the Shire will consider to adopt a Council Position on Alcohol and 
Other Drug Harm Minimisation in Derby/West Kimberley going forward, to ensure under their 
responsibility to the community and how we can deal with those going forward. 

Please note that last week the CEO, President and Deputy President attended multiple Ministerial 
meetings delivering these message to government and will continue to lobby and consider the 
impacts within the community on these issues. 

The President made a commitment to continue to work closely with Garl Garl Walbu on this 
matter. 
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6 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

The Presiding Member – Mr Peter McCumstie requested to move a motion to table two documents 
relating to Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in Derby/West Kimberley. 

MOTION 

RESOLUTION  01/24 

Moved: Cr Brian Ellison 
Seconded: Cr Paul Bickerton 

That the tabled documents – be received and referred to Council for consideration. 

Tabled Documents:  

1. Proposal to the Minister for Health; Mental Health and Mental Health Commissioner – 

Investment in alcohol and other drug service in the Kimberley Regions – Kimberley 

Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS), Derby Aboriginal Health Service (DAHS) and Milliya 

Rumurra Aboriginal Corporation (Milliya Rumurra) – 20 February 2024; and 

2. Sober Up Shelter Statistics – Admissions – July-December 2023. 

 

In Favour: Crs Peter McCumstie, Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff Davis, 
Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Tabled Documents:  

1. Proposal to the Minister for Health; Mental Health and Mental Health Commissioner – 

Investment in alcohol and other drug service in the Kimberley Regions – Kimberley 

Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS), Derby Aboriginal Health Service (DAHS) and Milliya 

Rumurra Aboriginal Corporation (Milliya Rumurra) – 20 February 2024; and 

2. Sober Up Shelter Statistics – Admissions – July-December 2023  
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7 COMMUNITY AND RECREATION SERVICES 

7.1 SHIRE OF DERBY/WEST KIMBERLEY POSITION STATEMENT ON ALCOHOL AND OTHER 
DRUG HARM MINIMISATION 

File Number: CR/095/2 

Author: Jess Karlsson, Executive Director of Operations and Strategic 
Development 

Responsible Officer: Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer  

Authority/Discretion: Advocacy 

  
SUMMARY 

The purpose of this paper is to present a draft Shire of Derby/West Kimberley Position Statement 
on Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation, in a clear, concise, and considered format, for 
Council consideration and feedback.    
 

This position statement would be used as a guide for any media statements, and responses to 
forums, regarding the Shire’s position on Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) Harm Minimisation, and 
related topics.   

DISCLOSURE OF ANY INTEREST 

Nil by Author; Nil by Responsible Officer.  

BACKGROUND 

As per Council Briefing held Thursday, 15th February 2024, the Elected Members requested the 
development of a Position Statement on Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) Harm Minimisation.  
The Position Statement (see Attachment 1) has been summarised and updated based on feedback 
at from Elected Members, and Executive Team, for Council endorsement. 
 
Due to a series of events, including media and political attention relating to AOD issues in 
Derby/West Kimberley, the Shire has been requested to develop a position in relation to AOD 
harm minimisation; including Shire commitments and roles.  
 

For further background, please refer to the previously distributed briefing paper ‘Alcohol Related 
Harm Minimisation’ 15 February 2024.  

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

The sale, supply and consumption of liquor in Western Australia is regulated under the Liquor 
Control Act 1988 (the Act). The Act seeks to minimise harm caused to community members due to 
the use of liquor.   
The legislation is administered by the Department of Local Government, Sport, and Cultural 
Industries (the Department).  WA Police manages the compliance and the enforcement of the Act. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Shire currently does not have a stated policy in relation to liquor. This paper will be used to 
inform public statements made by the President and Chief Executive Officer on behalf of the 
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Council as allowed for under Policy C8 – Public Statements by Councillors and Chief Executive 
Officer.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The implementation of initiatives aimed at reducing alcohol related harm have minimal financial 
impact for the Shire. Any expenses occurring are met within the operational budget.   

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

GOAL OUR PRIORITIES WE WILL 

1. Leadership and 
Governance 

1.2 Capable, inclusive and 
effective organisation 

1.2.1 Provide strong civic leadership 

2. Community 2.2 Healthy Communities  2.2.4 Conduct and/or promote healthy 
lifestyle initiatives and living standards 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

RISK LIKELIHOOD CONSEQUENCE RISK 
ANALYSIS 

MITIGATION 

Business Interruption: 

Changes to regulatory 
and government policy 
which directly impact 
the community and 
local businesses. 

Almost 
Certain 

Moderate High Advocate on behalf of 
the community with 
relevant government 
departments.   

Keep community 
informed of the Shire’s 
stated position and work 
being undertaken to 
advocate for the 
community. 

Community: 

Risk of community/ 
stakeholders not 
supporting councils 
stated position   

Possible Moderate Medium Consultation with 
relevant stakeholders to 
ensure position is 
reflective of the 
community has occurred 
over the past three 
weeks.   

Keep community 
informed of the position 
and work being 
undertaken to advocate 
for the community.   

Aligning our statement 
with the KRG Position 
Statement, March 2023.   
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CONSULTATION 

This position statement has been drafted following consultation over the past month with the 
following;  

• Members of the Derby Liquor Accord;  

• Kimberley Regional Group,  

• Kimberley District Leadership Group,  

• Derby Interagency Group,  

• SDWK Elected Members,  

• Ad hoc community feedback,  

• Minister for Police and the Minister of Liquor Licensing (noting these portfolios have 
changed responsibilities several times in recent years),   

• Evaluation documentation collated by UWA on the BDR trial,  

• Documentation provided by the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor  

• Shire of Derby/West Kimberley Executive  

• Other relevant documentation identified during desktop research.  

Briefing held with Elected Members 15th February 2024. 

COMMENT 

Although, the term ‘consistent restrictions’ was raised several times by Council. The Executive 
team have used the word considered in below position statements, to avoid the risk of this being 
seen as advocacy for stricter restrictions in line with other dry communities i.e. Fitzroy Crossing / 
Halls Creek.   
 

Since this paper was shared with Elected Members on Friday, 16th February, for feedback. This 
feedback has been incorporated into the Statement and highlighted in dark orange font.   

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple majority 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Position Statement - Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in Derby/West Kimberley   
2. KRG Position Paper - Management of Alcohol and Other Drugs - March 2023   
3. Media Statement - Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS) - 15 February 2024    

 

Jess Karlsson – Executive Director of Operations and Strategic Development gave a presentation on 
the proposed change to the  Position Statement - Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in 
Derby/West Kimberley and the minor change to the recommendation to include accepting change 
to the position paper. 

Added paragraph: 

• Additionally, the Shire of Derby/West Kimberley is part of the Kimberley Regional Group 

(KRG) and supports the KRG vision 'to maintain and enhance the rich diversity and 

liveability of the Kimberley for its people and the world'. 
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  02/24 

Moved: Cr Andrew Twaddle 
Seconded: Cr Wayne Foley 

A motion was moved that Council suspend standing orders at 4:43pm. 

In Favour: Crs Peter McCumstie, Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff Davis, 
Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 

 

RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  03/24 

Moved: Cr Brett Angwin 
Seconded: Cr Paul Bickerton 

A motion was moved that Council resume standing orders at 4:46pm. 

In Favour: Crs Peter McCumstie, Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff Davis, 
Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION (FIRST) 

That Council: 

1. Endorses the Position Statement on Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in 
Derby/West Kimberley, as per Attachment 1; 

2. Notes the Kimberley Regional Group Position Group Statement – March 2023 (Attachment 
2); and 

3. Notes the Media Statement from Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS) –                          
15 February 2024 (Attachment 3).   

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION (SECOND) 

That Council: 

1. Adopts the Position Statement on Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in 
Derby/West Kimberley, as per Attachment 1, and directs the CEO to distribute as 
appropriate;  

2. Notes the Kimberley Regional Group Position Group Statement (Attachment 2); and 

3. Notes the Media Statement from Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS) 15th 
February, 2024 (Attachment 3).  

RESOLUTION  04/24 

Moved: Cr Geoff Haerewa 
Seconded: Cr Andrew Twaddle 

That Council: 

1. Adopts the Position Statement on Alcohol and Other Drug Harm Minimisation in 
Derby/West Kimberley, as per Attachment 1, with the amendment as accepted at the 
meeting and directs the CEO to distribute as appropriate;  

2. Notes the Kimberley Regional Group Position Group Statement (Attachment 2); and 

3. Notes the Media Statement from Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS) 15th 
February, 2024 (Attachment 3).  

In Favour: Crs Peter McCumstie, Geoff Haerewa, Brett Angwin, Paul Bickerton, Geoff Davis, 
Brian Ellison, Wayne Foley, Kerrissa O'Meara and Andrew Twaddle 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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8 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE    

9 CLOSURE 

9.1 Date of Next Meeting 

The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held Thursday, 29 February 2024 at 5:30pm in the 
Council Chambers, Clarendon Street, Derby. 

9.2 Closure of Meeting 

The Presiding Member closed the meeting at 4:49pm. 

 

These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 

 

 

……………………………………………….. 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………. 

 

Presiding Person at the meeting at which these minutes were confirmed. 

 

 

Date: ……………………………………….. 

 

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
29 February 2024

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
29 February 2024

Sarah.Smith
Typewritten text
Mr Peter McCumstie 


